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THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
WELWYN  GARDEN  CITY  URBAN,  HATFIELD  RURAL 
AND  WELWYN  RURAL  DISTRICTS 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  conditions  of  your  districts  for  the  year  1954.  While 
dealing  mainly  with  the  environmental  health  services,  for  which  the 
Councils  are  directly  responsible,  a  brief  account  of  the  related 
personal  health  services  of  the  County  Council  has  as  usual  been 
included. 

The  health  of  the  Districts  throughout  the  year  under  review 
continued  to  be  good,  although  the  poor  wet  weather  during  the 
summer  and  autumn  gave  rise  to  more  respiratory  infections  than 
usual.  This  year  the  birth  and  death  rates  for  each  district  are  shown 
standardised  for  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  population  by  being 
multiplied  by  the  area  comparability  factor  given  for  the  purpose  by 
the  General  Register  Office.  The  standardised  rates  are  directly  com¬ 
parable  with  the  adjusted  rates  for  any  other  area.  The  birth  rate  in 
each  district  shows  a  definite  upward  trend  compared  with  the  preceding 
five  years,  while  the  low  infant  mortality  rates  are  worthy  of  note. 

Notifications  of  infectious  disease  were  very  low  throughout  the 
year,  with  a  further  fall  in  the  incidence  of  scarlet  fever  and  other 
streptococcal  infections.  No  case  of  diphtheria  occurred  due  to  the 
continued  efforts  of  parents,  doctors,  nurses  and  teachers  in  maintain¬ 
ing  the  immunisation  campaign.  With  the  introduction  of  the  com¬ 
bined  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  vaccine,  it  is  hoped  that  a 
further  stimulus  will  be  given  to  the  acceptance  of  this  simple  but 
effective  preventive  measure.  The  rise  in  the  notifications  of  food 
poisoning  reflects  increasing  public  awareness  of  the  need  to  report 
this  type  of  illness  for  prompt  investigation  by  the  Health  Department. 
With  improved  care  and  supervision  of  the  preparation  and  distribu¬ 
tion  of  ice  cream  and  milk  by  manufacturers  and  health  departments 
in  recent  years,  cooked  meat  and  prepared  meat  products  now  form 
the  most  frequent  source  of  bacterial  food  poisoning.  A  typical  small 
outbreak  in  Welwyn  Garden  City  due  to  this  cause  is  described  in  the 
report. 

For  the  first  time,  I  am  able  to  report  that  there  were  no  deaths 
from  tuberculosis  throughout  the  three  districts  during  the  year.  While 
1954  was  perhaps  a  favourable  year  in  this  respect,  it  does  reflect  the 
great  advances  in  securing  early  diagnosis  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
followed  by  prompt  specialised  treatment  and  after  care.  The  number 
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of  fresh  cases  notified  during  recent  years  shows  a  steady  decline 
although  the  fall  has  not  been  so  marked  as  the  decline  in  the  tuber¬ 
culosis  mortality  rate  due  to  more  assiduous  case  finding  by  medical 
practitioners  and  the  staff  of  the  Chest  Clinic. 

Consultations  with  representatives  of  the  meat  trade  and  farmers 
held  at  St.  Albans  and  Welwyn  before  the  lifting  of  the  control  of 
slaughtering  indicated  that  adequate  supplies  of  fresh  meat  would  be 
available  for  the  area  mainly  from  trade  groups  with  facilities  for 
slaughtering  outside  the  Districts,  and  from  the  wholesale  London 
market.  Three  local  slaughterhouses,  two  in  Hatfield,  and  one  in 
Woolmer  Green,  have  been  granted  licences  to  assist  the  local  supply, 
the  inspection  of  livestock  and  carcases  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  being 
undertaken  at  regular  weekly  slaughtering  periods. 

As  a  further  step  towards  ensuring  the  distribution  of  safe  milk, 
each  District  has  been  included  in  Specified  Areas  where  the  sale  of 
ungraded  milk  is  no  longer  permitted.  The  designations  permitted 
after  1954  are  “  Tuberculin  Tested  ”,  “  Sterilised  ”  and  “  Pasteurised  ”. 

Details  of  the  progress  made  during  the  year  by  each  Council  and 
the  Development  Corporation  in  the  growth  of  their  respective  housing 
estates  and  industrial  sites  are  included  in  the  report.  The  attractive 
settings  and  varied  elevations  of  the  completed  post-war  schemes 
maintain  the  highest  standards  of  design  and  construction,  and  are 
frequently  the  subject  of  favourable  comment  both  from  visitors  to 
the  area,  and  the  new  residents.  Much  time  has  also  been  given  by' 
each  Council  during  the  year  to  the  removal  of  unsatisfactory  tem¬ 
porary  dwellings  and  preliminary  work  for  the  improvement  or  clear¬ 
ance  of  areas  with  older  sub-standard  houses. 

Atmospheric  pollution  presents  no  serious  health  problem  at 
present  throughout  the  Districts  apart  from  occasional  local  difficulties 
which  have  been  largely  overcome  by  attention  to  proper  stoking  or 
conversion  from  solid  to  oil  fired  boilers.  Prevention  of  smoke  is 
however  easier  than  dealing  with  a  widespread  established  problem 
and  following  increased  public  interest  and  the  recommendations  of 
the  Beaver  Committee,  it  is  hoped  that  the  new  Clean  Air  Act  will 
facilitate  the  establishment  of  smokeless  zones  by  Local  Authorities 
with  more  ready  power  to  check  established  offenders. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  again  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
co-operation  and  assistance  given  by  the  Clerks  and  other  Officers  of 
the  respective  District  Councils,  and  especially  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
who  have  helped  me  by  carrying  out  much  detailed  work  in  addition 
to  their  routine  duties. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  R.  TAYLOR, 

July,  1955.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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WELWYN  GARDEN  CITY  URBAN 
DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  for  1954. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 


Medical  Officer  of  Health : 

G.  R.  TAYLOR,  M.B.,  B.S.(Lond.),  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector'. 

M.  STOCKDALE,  Cert.  S.I.B.,  M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector : 

F.  W.  T.  FOWLER,  Cert.  S.I.B.,  M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

(Left  30th  August,  1954) 

F.  VALENTINE,  Cert.  S.I.B.,  M.S.I.A. 

(Commenced  27th  September,  1954) 

Rodent  Operative : 

E.  J.  THOMAS. 

Clerks : 

Mrs.  E.  R.  GEORGE. 

A.  A.  W.  CALLABY. 


4 


WELWYN  GARDEN  CITY  SECTION 


Section  A . — STATISTIC  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  acres  ... 

Population  (mid-year  1954,  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar- 
General) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  31st  December,  1954 
Rateable  value  of  the  District,  31st  December,  1954 
Net  value  of  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ... 


4,310 

22,150 

6,960 

£219,878 

£876 


A  modern  industrial  and  residential  town  now  in  the  final  stage  of 
development  as  the  second  planned  Garden  City  in  Hertfordshire. 
The  ideals  of  the  original  planners  are  displayed  to  best  advantage  in 
the  older  parts  of  the  town  where  the  many  open  spaces,  gardens  and 
woodland  vistas  are  reaching  maturity.  Within  this  setting  the  well 
laid-out  homes,  fine  schools  and  facilities  for  the  widest  range  of  social 
activities  and  interests  provide  a  healthful  and  convenient  way  of  life 
for  all  ages  and  sections  of  the  community  at  work  and  leisure.  The 
post-war  building  programmes  of  the  Council  and  Development  Cor¬ 
poration  continue  the  early  tradition  while  incorporating  recent  progress 
in  design  and  construction.  There  are  large  factories  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  foodstuffs,  grinding  wheels,  radio  sets,  pharmaceutical 
products,  heavy  engineering,  plastics,  and  cigarettes,  with  many 
smaller  firms  engaged  in  a  wide  variety  of  manufacture. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 


Deaths  from  all  causes 

Male 

65 

Female 

60 

Total 

125 

Live  Births 

Legitimate  . . . 

209 

181 

390 

Illegitimate  ... 

9 

7 

16 

Still  Births 

Legitimate  . . . 

4 

2 

6 

Illegitimate  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Deaths  of  infants 

Legitimate  . . . 

2 

1 

3 

under  one  year 

Illegitimate  . . . 

1 

— 

1 

Infant  Mortality 

Four  infants  under  one  year  of  age  died  during  the  year.  On 
consideration  of  the  circumstances  in  each  case,  three  of  these  deaths 
may  be  classed  as  unavoidable  due  to  congenital  defects  or  prematurity. 


Male 

2  hours 

Congenital  defects 

Male 

1  day 

Congenital  defects 

Male 

6  days 

Prematurity. 

Female 

9  months  ... 

Post  operative  shock 

5 


Maternal  Mortality 

One  maternal  death  occurred  due  to  sudden  collapse  following 
operation  for  caesarian  section. 


Comparison  of  Annual  Rates 

The  following  table  shows  the  Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates  and 
Infant  Mortality  Rates  since  1950  with  the  corresponding  figures  for 
England  and  Wales  for  1954.  The  low  Infant  Mortality  Rate  is  worthy 
of  note  and  reflects  credit  upon  the  obstetric  and  infant  welfare  service 
in  the  town. 


Year 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
Population 

Area  Comparability 
Factor  for  Births 

Standardised 

Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 
Population 

Area  Comparability 
Factor  for  Deaths 

Standardised 

Death  Rate 

Infant  Mortality  per 

1,000  Live  Births 

1950 

14.3 

0.88 

12.6 

6.8 

1.36 

9.2 

19.1 

1951 

17.4 

0.88 

15.3 

9.0 

1.36 

12.2 

37.5 

1952 

16.9 

0.88 

14.9 

6.5 

1.36 

8.8 

15.3 

1953 

14.9 

0.86 

12.8 

7.1 

1.44 

10.2 

12.6 

1954 

18.3 

0.86 

15.7 

5.4 

1.44 

7.8 

9.8 

England 
and  Wales 
1954 

15.2 

15.2 

11.3 

11.3 

25.5 

Deaths 

No  major  adverse  factors  affected  the  mortality  rate  for  the  year, 
the  fall  in  the  general  death  rate  being  due  to  less  deaths  from  cancer, 
heart  diseases  and  respiratory  diseases.  There  were  no  deaths  from 
tuberculosis  during  the  year. 

The  following  table  gives  an  analysis  of  all  deaths  which  have 
occurred — or  are  required  to  be  treated  as  having  occurred  in  the  town 
during  the  year. 
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Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system  ... 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

14 

15 

29 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  and  Thrombosis  ... 

10 

12 

22 

Heart  Diseases 

20 

9 

29 

Other  Circulatory  diseases 

1 

6 

7 

Pneumonia  ... 

— 

4 

4 

Bronchitis  and  other  respiratory  diseases  . 

7 

2 

9 

Nephritis  . 

— 

1 

1 

Gastric  ulcer 

1 

— 

1 

Road  Traffic  and  Other  Accidents 

— 

— 

— 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

Suicide 

1 

1 

2 

Other  defined  causes 

11 

10 

21 

65  60  125 


Analysis  of  the  deaths  from  cancer  according  to  site  of  origin. 

Respiratory  tract  ...  ...  ...  5 

*  Alimentary  tract  and  liver  ...  ...  5 

Breast  and  uterus  ...  ...  ...  3 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Section  B.— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  County  Council  is  responsible  for  the  administration  of  the 
personal  health  services  in  the  town,  embracing  maternity  and  child 
welfare,  school  health  service,  health  visiting,  home  nursing  and  the 
home  help  service.  Reference  should  be  made  to  the  Annual  Reports 
of  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  1954  for  detailed  information  on  the 
development  of  these  services. 

CLINIC  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 


Health  Centre,  Cole  Green  Lane 


Ante  and  Post  Natal 

...  1st  and  3rd  Fridays,  3 — 4  p.m. 

Infant  Welfare 

...  Monday,  2 — 4  p.m.;  Tuesday,  2 — 4 
p.m.;  Wednesday,  2 — 4  p.m. 

Minor  Ailments 

...  Daily  9  a.m.  (Doctor  attends  Monday, 
9.30  a.m. — 12  noon.) 

Dental  and  Orthodontic 

...  Dental,  Tuesday,  a.m.  and  p.m. 

Dental,  Wednesday,  a.m.  and  p.m.; 
Thursday,  a.m. 

(A  special  Orthodontic  session  held 
Monday,  p.m.,  monthly.) 

Ophthalmic  ... 

...  1st,  2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  mornings, 
9  a.m. — 12  noon. 

Speech  Therapy 

...  Friday,  9.30  a.m. — 12.30  p.m.;  2.30 
p.m. — 4.30  p.m. 

Tuesday,  2.30  p.m. — 4.30  p.m. 

1 


Child  Development  ...  ...  Monday  (alternate),  2 — 4  p.m. 

Orthoptic  ...  ...  ...  Friday,  9.30  a.m. — 12.30  p.m.;  2.30 

p.m. — 4.30  p.m. 

Lawrence  Hall,  Applecroft  Road 

Infant  Welfare  ...  ...  Wednesday,  2  p.m. — 4  p.m. 

Thursday,  2  p.m. — 4  p.m.  (Doctor's 
session) . 

Midwifery  Services 

The  Welwyn  Garden  City  Maternity  Hospital  at  Peartree  con¬ 
tinues  to  maintain  a  very  high  standard  of  midwifery  in  the  town,  the 
hospital  being  recognised  as  a  Part  II  Training  Centre  for  midwives. 
Specialist  advice  and  treatment  are  readily  available  at  the  hospital  for 
difficult  or  complicated  maternity  cases. 

During  the  year  better  accommodation  has  been  provided  for  the 
regular  ante-natal  and  post-natal  sessions  held  at  the  hospital  both  for 
those  women  who  will  subsequently  enter  hospital  for  delivery  and  for 
those  continuing  under  the  supervision  of  their  own  doctor.  A  full¬ 
time  midwife  is  employed  by  the  Hertfordshire  County  Council  for  the 
town,  and  the  fortnightly  ante-natal  and  post-natal  session  is  held  at 
the  Health  Centre  for  the  supervision  of  domiciliary  midwifery  cases. 
In  addition  to  these  facilities  the  Applecroft  Nursing  Home  on  the  west 
side  of  the  town  is  mainly  engaged  with  maternity  cases. 

Nursing  Services 

Three  Health  Visitors,  three  Home  Nurses  and  a  Midwife  work 
under  the  general  supervision  of  the  Divisional  Nursing  Officer  to 
provide  a  comprehensive  nursing  service  for  the  town.  The  Health 
Visitors  undertake  school  health  work  in  addition  to  their  clinic  duties 
and  Health  Visiting  in  the  home.  Valuable  assistance  is  rendered  at 
the  clinics  by  teams  of  voluntary  helpers  who  keep  the  registers,  weigh 
and  measure  the  children,  sell  proprietary  infant  foods  and  vitamin 
preparations,  and  generally  release  the  doctor  and  health  visitor  for 
more  specialised  duties. 

Medical  Loan  Depot 

There  is  a  medical  loan  depot  for  each  side  of  the  town  staffed  by 
members  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  for  the  loan  of  many 
items  of  medical  equipment  needed  for  the  nursing  of  sick  or  injured 
persons  in  their  homes. 

Health  Centre,  Gooseacre  ...  Monday,  Wednesday,  Friday, 

7 — 8  p.m. 

Trevelyan  House,  Church  Road  8 — 9  p.m.  weekdays. 

School  Health  Service 

The  medical  inspection  of  children  in  maintained  schools  in  the 
prescribed  age  groups,  namely  5,  11  and  14  years,  and  in  addition  the 
8-year-old  group,  was  completed  during  the  year.  Reference  should  be 
made  to  the  Annual  Report  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  on  the 
School  Health  Service,  1954,  for  detailed  information. 
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The  school  dental  officer  has  continued  his  work  which  is  now 
based  on  the  new  suite  of  dental  rooms  at  the  Health  Centre.  The 
dental  practitioners  throughout  the  town  have  co-operated  well  in 
undertaking  prompt  treatment  of  children  referred  to  them  by  the 
School  Medical  Officers. 


Immunisation  and  V accination 

It  is  now  agreed  policy  to  press  for  primary  vaccination  against 
smallpox  of  all  children  under  the  age  of  two  years,  and  at  ages  above 
this  when  the  child  has  been,  or  is  likely  to  be  exposed  to  smallpox. 
In  a  healthy  infant  primary  vaccination  is  best  done  at  the  age  of  three 
or  four  months. 

The  need  for  diphtheria  immunisation  continues  to  be  as  great  as 
ever  although  the  complete  absence  of  notification  of  the  disease  may 
tend  to  lull  parents  into  a  false  sense  of  security.  It  is  gratifying  to 
record,  however,  that  parents  still  seem  aware  of  their  responsibilities 
in  this  matter  and  returns  from  medical  practitioners  and  clinics  show 
that  the  general  level  of  acceptance  is  satisfactory. 

Following  improvement  in  proprietary  vaccines  for  the  prevention 
of  whooping  cough,  immunisation  against  this  disease  is  now  available 
through  family  practitioners  or  clinics.  Combined  diphtheria  and 
whooping  cough  protection  has  now  been  introduced  and  is  ideally 
given  when  the  infant  is  six  months  old. 

Rome  Help  Service 

The  demands  on  this  service  have  remained  steady  throughout  the 
year,  approximately  40 — 50  households  receiving  domestic  help  each 
week. 

The  local  organiser  is  Mrs.  E.  R.  Dawson,  The  Health  Centre, 
Cole  Green  Lane,  Welwyn  Garden  City  (Telephone:  Welwyn  Garden 
2190).  The  Home  Help  Service  is  one  of  the  ways  in  which  the  present 
heavy  burden  on  hospital  accommodation  can  be  relieved,  and  there 
is  a  close  link  between  the  service  and  the  domiciliary  midwifery  and 
nursing  services. 

Mental  Health  Service 

The  service  is  administered  from  the  Central  Health  Department 
for  the  County  as  a  whole.  The  duly  Authorised  Officer  under  the 
Mental  Treatment  Acts  for  this  area  is  Mr.  C.  A.  English,  3  Wellfield 
Road,  Hatfield  (Telephone:  Hatfield  2239),  who  is  also  Divisional 
Welfare  Officer.  Several  mentally  defective  children  attend  the  Occu¬ 
pation  Centres  at  St.  Albans  and  Hertford. 

Day  Nursery,  Woodhall  Lane 

Children  in  the  following  categories  are  admitted  for  long  or  short¬ 
term  stay  depending  upon  the  home  circumstances.  Application  should 
be  made  directly  to  the  Matron,  Mrs.  B.  Squires  (Telephone  :  Welwyn 
Garden  3692). 
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Priorities  for  admission :  — 

(1)  Children  of  Widows  or  Widowers. 

(2)  Children  of  Unmarried  Mothers. 

(3)  Children  of  deserted  Wives  or  Husbands. 

(4)  Children  of  Parents  in  Prison. 

(5)  Children  of  Parents  suffering  from  chronic  illness  or  disable¬ 

ment,  i.e.  mental  illness,  tuberculosis,  etc. 

(6)  Temporary  Cases,  e.g.  Mother’s  illness  or  confinement. 

(7)  Children  recommended  by  Doctor  or  Health  Visitor  for  tem¬ 

porary  help,  i.e.  children  from  problem  families, 
emotional  difficulties  and  bad  housing  conditions. 

Ambulance  Service 

Two  ambulances  of  the  County  Ambulance  Brigade  are  attached 
to  the  Welwyn  Garden  City  Station  and,  operating  in  conjunction  with 
the  Fire  Brigade,  maintain  a  24-hour  cover  and  deal  with  approxi¬ 
mately  2,000  calls  annually.  Both  vehicles  are  equipped  with  short¬ 
wave  radio  to  conform  with  the  County’s  Radio  Control  Scheme  and 
can  be  mobilised  by  transmitter  stations  in  St.  Albans  and  Hertford. 

Old  People  s  Welfare 

Increasing  interest  is  being  taken  in  the  welfare  of  old  people  in 
the  town.  The  Women’s  Voluntary  Service  assists  the  activities  of  the 
Old  People’s  Club  at  the  Community  Centre  each  Monday  afternoon 
in  arranging  home  visits,  special  trips  for  the  elderly  and  the  mobile 
meals  service.  The  Churches,  Rotary  Club  and  other  organisations 
also  give  valuable  assistance  in  this  work.  There  is  a  close  link  between 
the  voluntary  workers  and  the  Health  Visitors  and  Home  Nurses  in 
this  sphere. 

Hospital  Facilities 

The  hospital  and  specialist  services  for  the  town  are  administered 
by  the  North-West  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  Cottage  Hospital  with  12 — 20  beds,  and  the  Welwyn  Garden 
City  Maternity  Hospital  at  Peartree,  the  town  is  served  by  the  several 
large  hospitals  in  the  surrounding  towns,  where  full  specialist  and 
diagnostic  facilities  are  readily  available. 

Cases  of  infectious. disease  in  need  of  hospital  treatment  or  isola¬ 
tion  are  usually  transferred  in  the  first  place  to  St.  Stephen’s  Ward  of 
the  St.  Albans  City  Hospital.  The  Hertford  Isolation  Hospital  and 
Spittlesea  Hospital,  Luton,  are  also  available  for  these  cases. 

General  Medical  Services 

The  Hertfordshire  Executive  Council  is  the  body  responsible  for 
providing  the  general  practitioner,  dental  and  pharmaceutical  service 
in  the  area.  The  Clerk  of  the  Council  (Mr.  A.  E.  Short)  has  his  offices 
at  14  Fore  Street,  Hertford  (Telephone:  Hertford  2309). 

Family  Planning 

There  is  an  active  branch  of  the  Family  Planning  Association  in 
Welwyn  Garden  City,  holding  clinics  at  the  Health  Centre,  Cole  Green 

10  . 


Lane.  Sessions  are  held  on  Mondays,  6.30 — 8  p.m.,  and  Thursdays, 
1.30—3  p.m.,  for  advice  on  birth  control,  and  on  Fridays,  9.30 — 11.30 
a.m.,  for  advice  on  childlessness.  The  sub-fertility  clinic  on  Friday  is 
by  appointment  only  and  patients  must  be  referred  through  their  own 
private  doctor.  The  Family  Planning  Association  is  a  voluntary  body 
and  small  charges  are  made  to  the  patients  to  cover  expenses. 
Enquiries  are  welcomed  and  should  be  addressed  to  the  Hon.  Secre¬ 
tary,  Mrs.  L.  L.  Bowmer,  14  Beehive  Lane,  Welwyn  Garden  City 
(Telephone  :  Welwyn  Garden  2270). 

Marriage  Guidance 

The  Welwyn  Garden  City  Marriage  Guidance  Council,  Hon. 
Secretary,  Mrs.  E.  M.  Harrison,  28  Elmwood,  Welwyn  Garden  City 
(Telephone:  Welwyn  Garden  3507)  has  continued  to  extend  its  activi¬ 
ties  throughout  the  year,  both  in  an  educational  sphere  to  young 
married  couples,  and  in  an  advisory  capacity  by  an  experienced  group 
of  counsellors  to  whom  cases  of  special  difficulty  are  referred  for  expert 
advice  and  guidance. 

Mortuary 

Modern  mortuary  premises  are  maintained  by  the  Urban  District 
Council,  adjacent  to  the  Council  Offices. 

Laboratory 

The  laboratory  at  Hill  End  Hospital,  St.  Albans,  undertakes  the 
examination  of  milk  and  other  specimens  required  by  medical  practi¬ 
tioners  and  the  Public  Health  Department.  Larger  scale  facilities  on 
an  epidemiological  basis,  and  for  the  examination  of  ice  cream  samples 
are  available  at  the  Regional  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Luton. 
Supplies  of  diphtheria  immunisation  material,  diphtheria  anti-toxin 
and  measles  globulins  are  available  to  practitioners  in  the  town  on 
request,  and  the  Health  Department  is  also  a  centre  to  which  practi¬ 
tioners  may  bring  in  specimens  or  materials  requiring  laboratory 
examination. 


Section  C— INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  following  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  during  the 
year : — 


Scarlet  Fever 

35 

Food  Poisoning  . . . 

...  14 

Whooping  Cough 

152 

Poliomyelitis 

4 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

Infective  Hepatitis 

2 

Measles 

3 

Erysipelas 

1 

Pneumonia 

7 

Whooping  Cough 

Notifications  were  high  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  the 
ages  of  the  children  affected  being :  — 

0 — 1  years,  12;  1 — 3  years,  45;  3 — 5  years,  55;  over  5  years,  10. 

Active  immunisation  against  whooping  cough  either  separately  or 
combined  with  diphtheria  immunisation  is  now  available  through 
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family  practitioners  and  the  clinics  and  is  effective  in  preventing  the 
disease  or  drastically  modifying  the  attack.  The  injections  are  ideally 
commenced  at  the  age  of  four  months  following  vaccination. 

Scarlet  Fever 

No  definite  outbreaks  of  streptococcal  infection  occurred  through¬ 
out  the  town,  the  notifications  relating  to  sporadic  mild  cases.  The 
home  was  visited  in  each  case  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  order  to 
ensure  that  essential  practical  precautions  against  the  spread  of  infec¬ 
tion  were  being  taken,  and  to  offer  terminal  disinfection  where  neces¬ 
sary  at  the  end  of  the  infective  period. 

Poliomyelitis 

Two  cases  were  notified  during  January.  The  first  was  a  young 
man  aged  23  years  who  did  not  develop  any  muscle  weakness,  and  the 
second  a  boy  of  16  years  who  showed  some  weakness  of  his  left  leg 
which  subsequently  recovered  completely.  Although  these  two  patients 
lived  fairly  near  to  each  other  no  definite  contact  or  common  source 
was  found. 

The  third  patient,  aged  29  years,  became  ill  in  April  and  rapidly 
developed  extensive  paralysis  including  respiratory  difficulty  needing 
the  assistance  of  the  artificial  respirator.  Towards  the  end  of  the  acute 
paralytic  stage  of  his  illness  he  unfortunately  died  suddenly  from  heart 
failure.  This  young  man,  a  keen  sportsman,  was  playing  rugby  on  the 
day  of  the  onset  of  his  illness,  the  muscle  fatigue  probably  accounting 
for  the  rapid  onset  of  such  extensive  muscle  paralysis. 

The  fourth  case  in  August  was  a  boy  of  years  who  developed 
some  weakness  of  his  right  leg  which  has  since  completely  recovered. 

In  each  case  the  home  was  visited  and  such  practical  steps  as 
were  possible  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection.  All  patients 
were  admitted  to  the  St.  Stephen's  Ward  of  the  St.  Albans  City 
Hospital,  and  acknowledgement  is  due  to  the  staff  for  their  active 
co-operation  and  for  the  free  access  granted  to  see  the  patients  in 
hospital. 

Food  Poisoning 

• 

At  a  wedding  reception  during  August  attended  by  some  60  guests, 
eleven  persons  became  acutely  ill  with  vomiting  and  diarrhoea  within 
a  few  hours.  A  young  boy  who  did  not  attend  the  reception  but  who 
had  a  sandwich  afterwards  was  also  taken  ill  the  following  day.  Upon 
enquiry  it  was  soon  apparent  that  those  taken  ill  had  eaten  sliced  beef 
from  a  large  joint  specially  cooked  for  the  occasion  two  days  pre¬ 
viously,  after  which  it  had  been  sliced  and  kept  at  room  temperature 
until  the  reception.  Bacteriological  examination  showed  a  heavy 
growth  of  mixed  organisms  including,  staphylococci,  B  Proteus,  and 
Para  Colon  Bacillus  which  probably  occurred  due  to  inadequate  cook¬ 
ing  of  the  large  joint  and  subsequently  spread  throughout  the  meat  by 
the  slicing,  bacterial  growth  occurring  during  the  slow  cooling  and 
storage  at  room  temperature.  All  patients  recovered  rapidly  after  48 
hours  treatment  in  hospital. 


12 


Diphtheria 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  a  year  of  complete  absence 
from  diphtheria  in  this  town.  It  is  now  over  seven  years  since  a  case 
of  diphtheria  occurred  owing  to  the  satisfactory  level  of  immunisation 
maintained  in  the  infants  and  young  children. 

Tuberculosis 

A  confidential  register  of  notifications  is  kept  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  the  names  being  frequently  checked  with  the  records 
held  by  the  Chest  Physician  and  County  Medical  Officer.  Of  the  34 
cases  added  to  the  register  during  the  year,  22  were  transfers  into  the 
town  mainly  from  the  London  area,  a  figure  which  compares  favour¬ 
ably  with  the  number  of  corresponding  transfers  into  neighbouring 
urban  districts. 


Male  Female 


Pul. 

N /Pul. 

Pul. 

N /Pul. 

Total 

On  register  at  31st  December,  1953 
Removals  from  register  during  the 

89 

11 

77 

11 

188 

year  ...  ...  ...  ... 

7 

1 

7 

1 

16 

Added  to  register  during  the  year  . . . 
Cases  on  the  register  at  31st  Decem¬ 

15 

3 

14 

2 

34 

ber  1954  . 

98 

12 

84 

12 

206 

The  Chest  Clinic  at  the  St.  Albans  City  Hospital  was  transferred 
to  new  premises  with  more  adequate  accommodation  and  its  own 
diagnostic  X-ray  suite  during  the  year.  The  centre  undertakes  the 
diagnosis  and  supervision  of  all  cases  in  this  area,  the  Chest  Physician 
attending  on  Monday  mornings  for  the  examination  of  patients  from 
Welwyn  Garden  City.  Following  diagnosis  a  home  visit  is  made  by 
the  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  attached  to  the  Chest  Clinic  and  a 
report  is  sent  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  who  is  thus  aware  of  the 
home  circumstances  of  each  case  brought  on  to  the  register.  In  order 
to  ensure  full  consideration  of  the  special  housing  needs  of  tuberculous 
persons,  each  case  is  specially  reviewed  where  necessary  by  the 
Housing  Committee  upon  a  detailed  report  from  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  Dr.  Edwards,  the  senior  chest  physician,  also  acts  as  medical 
officer  in  charge  of  the  local  mass  radiography  unit. 

The  accommodation  for  hospital  and  sanatorium  treatment  for 
active  tuberculosis  cases  compares  favourably  with  most  areas  so  that 
the  number  of  active  cases  remaining  in  their  homes  in  a  highly  infec¬ 
tive  state,  in  close  contact  with  the  other  members  of  the  family  and 
young  children,  is  kept  to  the  minimum.  In  this  there  is  close  co¬ 
operation  between  the  chest  physicians,  hospital  almoners,  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  the  Housing  Department. 

B.C.G.  vaccination  of  infants  and  children  in  close  contact  with 
open  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  the  home  is  now  an  established  procedure 
which  enhances  the  resistance  of  the  children  to  tuberculosis.  Intro¬ 
duced  in  1951  it  will  however  be  several  years  before  the  full  effect  of 
this  simple  practical  preventive  measure  on  the  attack  rate  is  apparent. 

The  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  attends  at  the  Lawrence  Hall  each 
month  in  order  to  facilitate  the  arrangements  for  supervision  of  home 
contacts  and  B.C.G.  vaccination  by  individual  appointment. 
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Housing 

The  steady  progress  maintained  by  the  Council  in  the  provision  of 
new  houses  is  shown  by  the  following  figures  given  by  the  Housing 
Manager :  — 

As  at  31st  December, 
1954 

(i a )  Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council  ...  2302 

(includes  150 
temporary  bungalows) 

(b)  Number  of  families  housed  in  requisitioned 


accommodation  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(c)  Number  of  families  housed  in  temporary  huts  Nil 

(d)  Number  of  families  housed  during  the  year  . . .  202 

( e )  Number  of  applicants  on  the  housing  lists : 

Priority  grades  ...  ...  ...  ...  339 

Non-priority  grades  .  1271 


On  the  3rd  of  April,  1954,  a  landmark  was  reached  in  the  Coun¬ 
cil’s  housing  programme  when  the  2,000th  permanent  house  con¬ 
structed  by  the  Council  was  opened  by  Sir  John  Rigley,  K.B.E.,  C.B., 
formerly  Deputy- Secretary  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government. 

During  the  year  approval  was  given  to  the  Council’s  Scheme  for  a 
further  320  houses  and  flats  in  the  North-West  area  of  the  town,  and 
the  rehousing  of  tenants  in  the  old  Hollybush  Lane  cottages  was  almost 
completed  prior  to  demolition  and  clearance  of  the  site  for  new  develop¬ 
ment.  Similarly  the  Nissen  Huts  recently  vacated  in  Lemsford  Road 
were  demolished  and  the  site  cleared. 

In  conjunction  with  the  Development  Corporation,  the  Council 
adopted  a  scheme  for  the  rehousing  of  elderly  people  living  in  private 
houses  in  the  town  where  it  could  be  clearly  shown  that  their  occu¬ 
pancy  of  these  houses  created  a  situation  of  over-housing,  and  where 
these  people  were  living  on  their  capital  in  order  to  keep  the  properties 
in  a  reasonably  fit  state  of  repair. 

Good  progress  was  maintained  by  the  Development  Corporation 
in  their  housing  and  development  schemes  on  the  East  side  of  the 
town,  a  total  of  450  houses  and  11  flats  being  completed  which  housed 
1,448  persons  mainly  from  the  London  area.  Several  major  schemes  of 
construction  and  expansion  of  industrial  premises  made  rapid  progress 
during  the  year,  the  new  premises  of  Messrs.  Murphy  Radio  and 
Messrs.  I.C.I.  Ltd.,  Plastics  Division,  being  noteworthy. 

High  priority  is  given  to  cases  of  tuberculosis  and  major  physical 
handicaps,  especially  where  the  upbringing  of  children  is  in  jeopardy. 
While  there  are  still  many  families  who  apply  for  special  priority 
because  of  the  practical  emotional  difficulties  resulting  from  minor 
degrees  of  overcrowding  the  number  of  such  cases  is  diminishing  with 
the  gradual  improvement  in  the  overall  housing  position. 

For  further  detailed  information  regarding  the  housing  policy  and 
progress  of  the  Council  and  Development  Corporation  reference  should 
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be  made  to  the  following  handbooks  recently  prepared : — 

(a)  Ten  Years  of  Housing.  A  record  of  the  housing  progress  of 
the  Council,  1945 — 1955. 

(b)  In  Step  with  Housing — a  Report  on  the  Progress  in  Housing 
by  the  Welwyn  Garden  City  and  Hatfield  Development  Corporations. 

Acknowledgement  is  again  due  to  the  Housing  Department  of  the 
Development  Corporation  who  have  at  all  times  given  sympathetic 
consideration  to  the  special  housing  needs  of  families  with  urgent 
health  and  social  difficulties. 

Section  D.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

1.  Water  Supply 

The  Water  Undertaking  is  owned  and  operated  by  the  Welwyn 
Garden  City  Urban  District  Council. 

The  supply  is  obtained  from  deep  bore  holes  in  the  chalk  forma¬ 
tion  in  the  valley  of  the  River  Mimram,  where  the  Pumping  Station  is 
situated.  The  Pumping  Station  is  now  electrified. 

Six  electrically  driven  pumps  raise  the  water  from  six  bore-holes 
to  reservoirs  on  the  Sherrardswood  ridge,  which  provide  a  storage 
capacity  of  3,000,000  gallons  for  the  town’s  supply. 

From  the  same  station  the  Council  pump  water  in  bulk  to  the 
towers  and  reservoirs  of  the  Welwyn  Rural  District  Council. 

The  public  supply,  subsequent  to  being  raised  from  the  bore-holes 
is  submitted  to  no  other  treatment  other  than  chlorination  and  storage 
in  the  reservoirs. 

During  1954  the  water  supply  of  the  town  has  been  entirely  satis¬ 
factory,  both  in  quantity  and  in  chemical  and  bacteriological  quality. 
The  supply  is  chlorinated  at  the  Pumping  Station. 

Water  samples  are  obtained  at  regular  intervals,  and  a  total  of 
nineteen  samples  were  obtained  from  the  public  supply  during  the  year 
and  submitted  for  examination;  all  were  found  to  be  of  satisfactory 
quality. 

Details  of  Type  of  Supply 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling-houses  and  the  population 
supplied  from  public  mains  at  June  30th,  1954,  are  as  follows: — 

Dwelling-houses  Population 

(a)  Direct  to  houses  ...  ...  ...  6433  22131 

(b)  By  means  of  stand-pipes  ...  ...  5  15 

2.  Drainage  and  Sewerage 

The  town  is  sewered  on  the  separate  system.  Surface  water  is 
drained  to  the  valleys  of  the  Lea  and  Mimram  Rivers  which  bound  the 
district  on  the  south  and  north  respectively. 

Foul  water  is  gathered  by  tributary  sewers  to  the  main  trunk 
sewer  which  traverses  the  town  from  south-west  to  north-east,  and 
discharges  into  sewage  disposal  works  on  the  north-east  corner  of  the 
district. 
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Sewage  from  the  southern  part  of  the  district  is  pumped  to  the 
gravity  sewers. 

The  system  of  disposal  consists  of  detritus  tanks,  screens,  con¬ 
tinuous-flow  settlement  tanks,  dosing  tanks  and  percolating  filters  fed 
through  revolving  sprinklers.  The  effluent  discharges  into  the  River 
Mimram  first  passing  through  three  lagoons.  The  sludge  is  banked  on 
to  adjacent  land  and  ploughed  in. 

Work  on  the  Mimram  Valley  sewer,  which  is  a  branch  of  the 
Middle  Lea  Regional  Scheme,  is  nearing  completion  and  it  is  hoped 
that  it  will  be  completed  in  September,  1955,  and  part  of  the  foul 
sewerage  of  the  town  will  then  be  taken  to  Ryemeads  sewage  works  by 
gravity.  The  town’s  sewage  disposal  works  will  be  in  operation  until 
Ryemeads  sewage  works  can  take  the  whole  of  the  foul  sewerage  of  the 
town. 

Rivers  and  Streams 

A  portion  of  the  River  Mimram,  half-mile  (approximately),  runs 
through  the  northern  portion  of  the  district,  and  a  portion  of  the  Lea, 
half-mile  (approximately),  runs  through  the  south  portion  of  the 
district. 


3.  Closet  Accommodation 

The  closet  accommodation  is  on  the  water  carriage  system  with 
the  exception  of  those  cottages  (rural  in  character)  on  the  outskirts  of 
the  district,  where  the  pail  system  is  in  operation,  and  where  the  occu¬ 
pants  arrange  to  bury  the  contents  in  their  gardens. 

(а)  Number  of  pail  closets  abolished;  water  closets 

installed  and  connected  to  a  water  carriage  system 
during  recent  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

(б)  Approximate  number  of  pail  closets  remaining  at 

the  end  of  1954  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

The  eighteen  old  cottages  and  bungalows  in  Hollybush  Lane  which 
were  subject  to  demolition  orders  are  treated  as  being  demolished 
during  the  year.  This  reduced  the  number  of  pail  closets  by  eighteen. 

4.  Public  Cleansing 

(a)  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal.  All  premises  have  galvanised 
metal  dustbins  for  the  deposit  of  refuse.  The  provision  of  galvanised 
iron  dustbins  is  enforced  under  Section  64  of  the  Welwyn  Garden  City 
Urban  District  Council  Act  1932.  Refuse  is  collected  weekly  in  covered 
motor  vehicles  by  the  Council’s  Refuse  Collection  Service. 

Domestic  refuse  is  tipped  at  a  dump  near  Stanborough  Lane  and 
is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping.  Such  rats  as  may  gain  access  to 
the  dump  or  its  surroundings  are  destroyed  by  the  Public  Health 
Department. 
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( b )  Refuse  trains.  During  the  year  refuse  waggons  carrying  refuse 
from  a  London  Borough  which  pass  through  Welwyn  Garden  City 
railway  station  were  observed  to  have  part  of  the  refuse  uncovered. 
The  matter  was  taken  up  with  the  Cleansing  Superintendent  concerned 
and  with  the  Stationmaster.  Procedure  was  tightened  up  and  about 
one  hundred  additional  tarpaulins  were  provided,  resulting  in  the 
abatement  of  the  nuisance. 

(c)  Street  Cleansing.  This  is  controlled  by  the  Surveyor. 

{d)  Gully  Cleansing.  All  gullies  for  which  the  Council  are  respon¬ 
sible  are  regularly  emptied  and  flushed  by  Contract  Gully  Cleansing 
Ltd.,  who  are  employed  by  the  Council  under  contract  for  this  purpose. 

(e)  Dustbins.  The  Council’s  Refuse  Collection  Service  notifies 
the  Public  Health  Department  of  any  defective  dustbins  they  find.  One 
hundred  and  seven  new  bins  were  provided  during  the  year  on  owners 


being  requested  to  do  so.  Details  are  as  follows:  — 

Urban  District  Council  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

Development  Corporation  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Private  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Other  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


5.  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 

(a)  Number  and  nature  of  Inspections  made  during  the  year :  — 


Inspections  of  Factories  (with  mechanical  power)  ...  71 

,,  Factories  (without  mechanical  power)  ...  2 

,,  Workplaces  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

,,  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

,,  Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

,,  Infested  Premises  (rats  and  mice)  ...  4161 

,,  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  253 

, ,  re  Insect  Pests  (excluding  bed  bugs)  . . .  206 

,,  of  Dwellings  (not  otherwise  included)  ...  275 

,,  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Number  of  Premises  treated  for  Bed  Bugs  ...  ...  3 

Inspections  of  Dwelling-houses  under  H.A.,  1936  ...  146 

Special  Inspections  or  Visits  made  re :  — 

Drainage .  150 

Infectious  Diseases  (including  food  poisoning)  ...  112 

Smoke  observations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

Water  Supply  .  30 

Milk  Samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Dustbins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  193 

Accumulations  of  refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

Council  Property  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Miscellaneous  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  202 
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(6)  (1)  Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  87 

(2)  Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  0 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  Informal  Notices:  — 

76  were  complied  with  and  11  were  outstanding. 


6.  (a)  Shops 

There  are  sixty-four  shops  in  the  district.  Two  hundred  and  fifty- 
three  inspections  of  shops  have  been  made. 

Plans  of  new  shops  are  examined  by  the  Health  Department 
before  they  are  approved,  and  representations  made  to  the  proposers 
where  it  appears  that  either  the  plans  do  not  conform  with  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  or  that  structural  alterations  would  be  necessary  on 
the  shop  becoming  occupied,  because  the  shops  did  not  comply  with 
the  Shops  Act,  1950,  or  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

During  the  year  the  new  shops  in  the  Stonehills  and  Hall  Grove 
areas  were  completed  and  opened.  Continuous  inspections  were  made 
during  their  construction  to  ensure  that  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938, 
and  the  Food  Byelaws,  where  applicable,  would  be  complied  with 
from  the  time  these  shops  opened.  The  Stonehills  project  has  proved 
most  attractive  as  a  shopping  area  to  residents,  and  non-residents,  and 
its  opening  fills  a  long- felt  need . 

The  following  action,  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  or  the  Shops  Act,  1950,  was  taken :  — 


Defects  Defects 

found  remedied 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ...  ...  ...  ...  15  15 

Sanitary  Defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  17  18 

Other  Nuisances  or  Defects  ...  ...  ...  17  16 


Twenty  Informal  Notices  were  served  of  which  fourteen  were 
complied  with. 

( b )  Offices 

* 

All  offices  in  the  district  are  of  modem  construction  and  have  a 
high  standard  of  fitness.  Separate  sanitary  conveniences  are  provided 
in  all  cases  where  both  sexes  are  employed.  The  conditions  found 
regarding  ventilation,  lighting  and  cleanliness  are  satisfactory.  Base¬ 
ment  rooms  are  not  used  for  clerical  employment.  All  buildings  in  the 
town  with  few  exceptions  are  constructed  without  basements. 

7.  Smoke  Abatement 

Smoke  observations  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

Smoke  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

In  each  case  where  smoke  was  produced  so  as  to  be  a  nuisance  the 
factories  concerned  took  steps  to  avoid  repetition  of  the  nuisance. 
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It  appears  that  the  atmosphere  of  Welwyn  Garden  City  is  com¬ 
paratively  unpolluted.  This  may  be  attributed  to  the  high  consumption 
of  electricity.  Practically  every  house  is  wired  for  electricity,  and 
domestic  consumption  in  the  town  is  believed  to  be  higher  than  any¬ 
where  else  in  the  country.  Factories  are  wired  for  electricity,  which  in 
all  instances  provides  the  motive  power.  Steam  boilers  or  furnaces  are 
used  for  heating  or  trade  processes  only. 

Fumes.  During  the  year  a  lead  dross  smelting  plant  caused  con¬ 
siderable  nuisance  but  not  a  nuisance  which  could  be  dealt  with  under 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  or  the  Council's  smoke  byelaws.  The 
emanations  from  the  process  are  better  described  as  fumes  than  as 
smoke  and  moreover  were  not  black. 

The  process  is,  in  fact,  controllable  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  Inspector  under  the  Alkali,  etc.,  Works  Regu¬ 
lation  Act,  1906. 

During  the  year  thirty-three  observations  were  made  and  the  posi¬ 
tion  was  the  subject  of  continuous  enquiry.  The  matter  was  reported 
to  that  Inspector.  His  action  resulted  in  the  chimney  being  raised 
30-40  feet  in  June.  In  October  the  Council  requested  the  firm  to  reduce 
the  scale  of  their  activities  which  were  giving  rise  to  noxious  fumes. 
In  November,  consequent  on  advice  from  the  Inspector,  a  test  pilot 
fume  washer  was  installed,  this  indicated  such  treatment  would  be 
satisfactory  and  a  full-size  fume  washer  was  installed  by  Christmas. 
Conditions  at  that  time  appeared  satisfactory  and  results  for  1955  were 
awaited  with  interest. 


8.  Swimming  Pool 

(1)  The  Lea  Valley  Open  Air  Swimming  Pool  is  administered  by 
the  Council. 

The  continuous  system  of  chlorination  and  filtration,  have  con¬ 
tinued  to  prove  their  worth.  In  spite  of  heavy  bathing  loads  the  pool 
water  was  found  to  be  clear  and  bright  and  of  satisfactory  cleanliness. 

Frequent  tests  are  made  with  the  Lovibond  Comparator  at  the 
Pool  to  ascertain  if  the  amount  of  free  chlorine  present  is  adequate; 
this  test  gives  an  immediate  result. 

(2)  During  the  year  three  samples  of  water  were  obtained  from 
the  pool  and  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  The 
laboratory  reports  indicated  that  the  three  samples  were  of  a  high 
standard  of  bacterial  purity. 


9.  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs 

Three  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  during  the  year.  The 
infestations  were  cleared  by  the  application  of  Zaldecide-D.D.T.  With 
the  use  of  insecticides  containing  D.D.T.,  the  bed  bug  is  becoming 
virtually  extinct. 
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Section  E.— HOUSING 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year :  — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

A  pf 

x  r  v_>  Lo  i  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

( b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ... 

(2)  ( a )  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub¬ 

head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regu¬ 
lations,  1925,  and  1932 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ... 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 


150 

330 


9 

62 

0 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re¬ 
ferred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to 
be  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  service  of 
Formal  Notice :  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

3.  No  action  was  taken  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 


Section  F.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

(a)  Milk 
(1)  General 

There  are  six  milk  distributors  registered,  of  whom  only  two 
occupy  premises  in  the  area.  The  major  part  of  the  milk  sold  is 
produced  outside  the  district. 

(b)  It  is  estimated  that  over  ninety  per  cent  of  the  milk  sold  in  the 
Garden  City  has  been  pasteurised  before  being  retailed.  Tests  of  milk 
which  had  been  pasteurised  obtained  from  local  retailers  and  examined 
by  the  Phosphatase  test  resulted  in  sixty-six  out  of  seventy  samples 
passing  the  test.  This  indicates  that  sixty-six  samples  were  virtually 
free  from  pathogenic  organisms. 

(c)  The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Specified  Areas)  (No.  3) 
Order,  1953,  provided  that  after  December  31st,  1953,  all  milk  sold  in 
the  town  must  be  Pasteurised,  Tuberculin  Tested  or  Sterilised,  or  until 
September  30th,  1954,  Accredited  milk  from  a  single  herd. 
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(2)  Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and  Regulations 

During  the  year  fourteen  inspections  were  made  at  dairies.  Five 
infringements  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  were  found.  In¬ 
formal  notification  was  made  to  the  distributors  concerned  and  com¬ 
plied  with  by  them. 


(3)  Biological  Examinations 

The  County  Council  obtains  samples  from  Tuberculin  Tested, 
Accredited  and  non-designated  herds  and  has  them  examined  for  the 
presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli  and  Brucella  Abortus.  No  report  of  the 
presence  of  either  of  these  organisms  has  been  received  during  the  year. 


(4)  Milk  Sampling 

Samples  of  milk  are  regularly  obtained  at  least  once  a  month.  The 
majority  are  taken  on  the  public  highway  from  retailers  who  are 
delivering  milk  to  the  public.  This  practice  enables  the  cleanliness  of 
milk  as  delivered  to  the  public  to  be  ascertained.  Ninety-two  samples 
were  obtained  and  delivered  to  Hill  End  Hospital  for  bacteriological 
examination,  and  submitted  to  162  tests,  of  which  15  were  void.  Of 
the  147  valid  tests,  two  samples  each  failed  two  tests  and  six  samples 
each  failed  one  test.  That  is,  out  of  147  valid  tests,  there  were  only  10 
failing  samples.  Where  failures  occurred  the  matter  was  taken  up  with 
the  distributor  concerned  and  also,  depending  on  the  circumstances, 
with  the  County  Sanitary  Officer  and/or  the  area  Sanitary  Inspector  in 
whose  area  the  distributor  has  his  premises.  The  results  which  follow 
indicate  that  the  Garden  City  milk  supply  is  clean  and  safe. 


t 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 

Of  the  twelve  samples  obtained,  two  failed  to  pass  the  Methylene 
Blue  test. 


Pasteurised  Milk 

Forty-six  samples  were  obtained  and  submitted  for  examination 
by  the  Methylene  Blue  and  Phosphatase  tests. 

(a)  Methylene  Blue  Test.  Of  the  forty-six  Methylene  Blue  tests 
carried  out,  ten  were  void.  Of  the  remaining  thirty-six,  thirty-four 
were  satisfactory  and  two  unsatisfactory.  The  ten  void  tests  were  so 
by  reason  of  the  atmospheric  shade  temperature  exceeding  65  °F.  In 
spite  of  this,  five  of  the  samples  passed  the  test. 

(b)  Phosphatase  Test.  Of  the  forty-six  Phosphatase  tests  carried 
out,  results  showed  that  only  two  samples  failed  to  pass  this  test. 

Tuberculin  Tested  ( Pasteurised )  Milk 

Twenty-four  samples  were  obtained  and  submitted  for  examination 
by  the  Methylene  Blue  and  Phosphatase  tests. 


21 


(a)  Methylene  Blue  Test.  Of  the  twenty-four  samples  submitted 
to  the  Methylene  Blue  test,  five  tests  were  void.  Of  the  remaining 
nineteen  samples,  seventeen  passed  the  test  and  two  failed.  Of  the 
void  tests,  three  samples  passed  and  two  failed. 

( b )  Phosphatase  Test.  Of  the  twenty-four  samples  submitted  to 
this  test,  twenty-two  passed  the  test  and  two  failed. 

Sterilised  Milk 

Of  the  ten  samples  obtained,  all  passed  the  Turbidity  test. 

(c)  Meat  and  Other  Foods 

There  are  no  slaughter-houses  in  the  district.  The  system  of 
inspection  operated  in  the  district  consists  of  the  inspection  of  premises 
selling  meat  and  other  foods  or  products.  Additional  detail  is  given 
under  the  headings  Milk  Supply,  Ice  Cream  and  Clean  Food. 

A  number  of  meat  and  other  perishable  food  vendors’  vehicles 
come  into  the  district;  these  are  inspected  at  intervals. 

(d)  Condemnation  of  Food 


The  food  listed  was  inspected  and  condemned  during  the  year;  the 
total  being  4,232  pounds. 


(1)  Uncooked  Food 
Meat  ... 

Fish  ... 


lbs. 

284 

30 


(2)  Food  in  Tins 
Vegetables 
Meat  . . . 
Fruit  ... 
Milk  . . . 


227 

708 

1475 

218 


(3)  Miscellaneous  Food 


1290 


(e)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  examinations  of  food  are  carried  out 
at :  — 

(1)  Hill  End  Laboratory,  Hill  End  Hospital,  St.  Albans,  Herts. 

(2)  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories,  66  Victoria  Street, 

London,  S.W.l. 

(3)  Public  Analyst,  20  Eastcheap,  London,  E.C.3. 

(4)  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Luton  and  Dunstable  Hospital, 

Lewsey  Road,  Luton. 


(/)  Adulteration 

The  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  regarding  adul¬ 
teration  are  administered  by  the  County  Council. 

A  total  of  nine  samples  of  food  were  obtained  during  the  year  by 
their  Divisional  Inspector  and  on  analysis  were  found  to  be  genuine. 
The  foods  sampled  were :  — 

Cheese  Spread  ...  1 

Lard  ...  ...  ...  1 

Beef  suet  ...  ...  1 


1 

1 

1 
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Welsh  rarebit  . . . 
Curry  powder 
Milk  . 


1 

1 

4 


(g)  Clean  Food  Campaign 

(1)  Two  lectures  illustrated  by  the  use  of  a  new  film  strip  on  food 
hygiene  were  given  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  food 
handling  and  catering  staff  of  Welwyn  Departmental  Store  Ltd.  About 
thirty  employees  attended  the  lectures. 

(2)  Propaganda 

Premises  Inspected.  The  following  premises  and  visits  have  been 


made :  — 

Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 

Food  manufacturing  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Food  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  212 

Mobile  vehicles  selling  food  (excluding  ice  cream  vans)  ...  28 

Ice  cream  vans  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Visits  to  examine  food  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  77 

Visits  to  procure  samples  of  food  (excluding  milk)  ...  37 

Visits  to  advise  on  the  distribution  of  ice  cream  ...  ...  55 

Informal  Notices  served,  30;  complied  with,  22. 


(/)  Ice  Cream  and  Iced  Lollies 
(1)  Ice  Cream 

Routine  sampling  of  ice  cream  has  been  continued  on  a  similar 
basis  to  last  year.  Fifty- three  samples  were  obtained  from  twenty- 


three  different  retailers. 

Type  of  Ice  Cream 

1 

Provisional  Grade 

2  3  4 

Total 

Wrapped  other  than  chocbars 

Satisfactory 

14  2 

Unsatisfactory 

16 

Wrapped  chocbars 

6 

1 

—  .i — 

7 

Partly  wrapped 

7 

2 

—  — 

9 

Part  of  previously  opened 
wrapped  brick 

4 

2 

_  .  . 

6 

Part  of  bulk  supply  ... 

15 

— 

—  — 

15 

Total  samples 

46 

7 

—  — 

53 

Percentage  results  ... 

86.79% 

13.21% 

Conclusions 

All  the  samples  taken  reached  a  very  satisfactory  bacteriological 
standard  and  the  results  show  a  general  improvement  on  previous 
years. 

(2)  Iced  Lollies 
(a)  Fruit  Lollies 

One  sample  of  a  wrapped  iced  lolly  was  obtained  and  submitted 
to  the  Regional  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Luton  for  examination. 
The  sample  proved  to  be  more  acid  than  pH4  and  a  bacteriological 
examination  was  not  carried  out. 


23 


Conclusions 

It  is  generally  found  that  this  type  of  lolly  is  of  an  acid  nature 
preventing  the  growth  of  harmful  organisms  and  it  was  not  considered 
necessary  to  take  repeated  samples  of  this  product. 

(6)  Cream  Lollies 

Seventeen  samples  of  cream  lollies  were  obtained  and  submitted 
to  the  Regional  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Luton  for  bacteriological 
examination.  All  the  lollies  were  pre-wrapped  in  cellophane  bags  at 
the  manufactory.  Where,  upon  examination,  faecal  coli  were  found  to 
be  present  in  0.1  ml.,  immediate  steps  were  taken  to  limit  the  sale  of 
the  commodity  in  the  district,  pending  investigations  and  results  of 
further  sampling.  In  the  event  of  faecal  coli  being  present  in  1.0  ml. 
on  one  occasion  the  sample  was  repeated,  but,  if  found  on  more  than 
one  occasion,  the  producer  and  retailer  would  have  been  informed  so 
as  to  ensure  that  all  practical  precautions  were  enforced.  If  faecal  coli 
were  present  in  10  ml.,  repeat  samples  were  obtained  but  no  further 
action  was  taken. 

No.  of  No.  free 
Producer  samples  from  Pre¬ 
obtained  sumptive 
and  Faecal 

►  Coli 

A  13  3 

B  2  1 

C  2  2 

Conclusions 

In  the  absence  of  a  recognised  bacteriological  standard  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  for  this  commodity,  action,  as  outlined  above,  was 
taken  on  standards  agreed  with  the  Luton  Public  Health  Laboratory. 
Six  of  the  samples  were  found  to  contain  faecal  coli  but,  of  these,  four 
contained  faecal  coli  in  10  ml.  only  and,  after  repeat  sampling,  were 
considered  satisfactory. 

The  number  of  samples  (2)  unsatisfactory  shows  a  distinct  im¬ 
provement  on  the  results  of  similar  sampling  during  the  previous  year. 


No.  with  No.  containing,  in  addition 

Presump-  to  Presumptive  Coli,  Faecal 

tive  Coli  Coli  in :  — 

only  0.1ml.  1.0  ml.  10  ml. 

4  114 

1 


Section  G.— GENERAL,  INCLUDING  SUPERVISION  OF 
FACTORIES  AND  RODENT  CONTROL 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


1.  Inspection  of  Factories 
Premises 
(1) 

FACTORIES  with  Mechanical 
Power 

FACTORIES  without  Mechanical 
Power 

OTHER  PREMISES  under  the  Act 

Total  ... 


Inspections 

Number  of 
Written 

Occupiers 

Notices 

Prosecuted 

(2) 

(3) 

0) 

71 

6 

0 

2 

1 

0 

17 

0 

0 

90 

7 

0 
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2.  Defects  Found 


Particulars 

Number  of  defects 

Found  Remedied 

Referred 
by  H.M 
Inspector 

Number  of 
offences  in 
respect  of 
which  pro¬ 
secutions 

were 

instituted 

(1) 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7): 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Insufficient 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

14 

14 

0 

0 

Not  separate  for  sexes  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  ... 

14 

14 

0 

0 

3.  Factories  Act,  1937 

(a)  The  occupiers  of  two  local  factories  distribute  work  to  eight 
out-workers  in  the  town.  These  persons  assemble  or  make  up  articles 
in  their  own  homes. 

In  addition  five  local  out-workers  are  employed  by  London  and 
Luton  firms.  The  outwork  is  carried  on  in  clean  and  satisfactory 
premises.  No  cause  for  complaint  has  arisen  during  the  year. 

( b )  Factories — General  Information 

All  factories  in  the  town  are  of  modern  construction  and  have 
been  built  during  the  past  thirty  years.  Health  conditions  are  generally 
satisfactory.  Infringements  are  usually  of  a  minor  nature. 

Plans  for  new  factories  or  involving  alteration  of  existing  factories 
are  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Department  before  they  are 
approved. 

The  Council  is  empowered  to  reject  the  plans  if  they  do  not  com¬ 
ply  with  sections  37,  43  or  59  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  Where 
the  plans  submitted  do  not  comply,  amendments  are  informally  nego¬ 
tiated  with  the  proposers.  If  agreement  is  not  secured  within  the 
statutory  period  or  the  statutory  period  is  insufficient  to  allow  negotia¬ 
tion,  the  plans  are  rejected.  Where  there  is  no  legal  authority  to  reject 
the  plans,  but  the  erection  or  alteration  contained  in  the  plans  is  likely 
to  give  rise  to  contraventions  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  or  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  this  is  pointed  out 
to  the  proposers,  and  every  endeavour  made  to  secure  prior  compliance 
with  these  Acts. 

Rodent  Control 
{a)  Administration 

The  Council  is  responsible  for  the  administration  of  the  prevention 
of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949.  A  full-time  Rodent  Operative  is 
employed . 

(b)  Rodent  Destruction 

Rats,  mice  or  rats  and  mice  were  found  on  210  premises  and  4,161 
visits  were  made  to  destroy  them . 
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In  addition,  176  premises  were  surveyed  to  ascertain  if  rats  or 
mice  were  present.  Where,  as  a  consequence  of  a  visit,  treatments  for 
the  destruction  of  rats  or  mice  were  immediately  commenced,  such 
visits  are  not  included  under  premises  surveyed,  but  under  visits  made. 


Details  of  the  210  infestations  dealt  with  were  as  follows:  — 


No. 

of  Premises  No.  of  Visits 

Rats  only  ... 

122 

2,569 

Mice  only  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

74 

1,256 

Rats  and  Mice  . 

... 

14 

336 

Details  of  the  various  types  of  premises  found 

infested  were  as 

follows :  — 

Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 

Business  and 
Industrial 

Property 

Houses 

Premises 

No.  of  Premises  infested  by 
Rats  ...  ...  ... 

4 

95 

23 

No.  of  Premises  infested  by 
Mice  . 

50 

24 

No.  of  Premises  infested  by 
Rats  and  Mice  ... 

1 

— 

13 

Total  ... 

5 

145 

60 

Dwelling-houses  are  treated  free,  but  a  charge  has  to  be  made  for 
rodent  destruction  at  Business  and  Industrial  Premises.  Rat  proofing 
measures  were  carried  out  at  six  houses. 

Annual  contracts  for  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  are  entered 
into  by  the  Council  in  respect  of  Business  and  Industrial  Premises.  The 
charge  made  depends  on  the  size  of,  and  conditions  at,  the  premises 
concerned. 

(c)  Sewers 

From  October  11th  to  14th,  1954,  a  sewer  treatment  was  carried 
out  in  the  Council’s  sewers  which  convey  foul  water.  Baits  were  laid 
in  eighty-four  manholes  which  were  selected  to  give  a  representative 
test  over  the  whole  town. 

Subsequent  inspection  showed  that  none  of  the  baits  had  been 
taken.  This  result  indicates  that  the  Council’s  sewers  conveying  foul 
water — of  which  there  are  about  twenty- five  miles — are  free  from  rats. 
This  is  a  very  satisfactory  result  and  is  a  consequence  of  modem  sewers 
and  rodent  control  measures  undertaken  in  recent  years. 

5.  Insect  Pests 

During  the  year  eighty-six  new  complaints  were  received  of  which 
two  were  not  confirmed;  six  complaints  were  carried  forward  from 
1953.  A  total  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-four  visits  were  made. 

Three  cases  of  woodworm  and  one  case  of  cockroaches  were  under 
treatment  and  observation  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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The  table  gives  an  analysis  of  the  work  carried  out  at  the  eighty- 
six  premises  where  measures  of  destruction  were  completed  during  the 
year. 

Pest 


Ants 

No.  of  premises 
affected 

.  3 

No.  of  visit 
made 

7 

Flies 

.  2 

4 

Beetles 

3 

8 

Moths 

.  2 

2 

Wasps 

.  53 

112 

Mosquitoes 

5 

10 

Bed  Bugs  ... 

.  3 

18 

Woodworm 

.  5 

13 

Cockroaches 

.  2 

4 

Miscellaneous  Insects 

.  8 

22 

Total  ...  86 

200 

6.  Sanitary  Improvements  Carried  Out  after  Intimation  to  the 
Owner  or  Occupier 


Nuisances  and  defects  dealt  with 

Premises 

Defective  roofs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Galvanised  dustbins  provided  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  107 

Damp  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Defective  guttering  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Verminous  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Dirty  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Ceilings  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Drains 

Defective  drains  relaid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Choked  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Closet  Accommodation,  Etc. 

New  W.C.s  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Defective  W.C.  seats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Defective  sink  and  bath  waste  pipes,  traps,  etc.  ...  ...  11 

Accommodation  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Miscellaneous  repairs  to  closet  accommodation  ...  ...  21 

General 

Premises  infested  by  rats  and/or  mice  ...  ...  ...  210 

Insect  infested  premises  (excluding  bed  bugs)  ...  ...  83 

Defective  rainwater  pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Accumulation  of  refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Paving  repaired  or  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Plastering  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Miscellaneous  nuisances  and  repairs  ...  ...  ...  70 

Defective  gullies  and  manholes  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Keeping  of  animals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 


Medical  Officer  of  Health’. 

G.  R.  TAYLOR,  M.B.,  B.S.(Lond.),  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector : 

S.  W.  WRIGHT,  M.R.San.I. 

District  Sanitary  Inspector : 

D.  N.  FAULKNER,  M.S.I.A. 

Public  Health  Assistant  and  Rodent  Operative’. 

A.  FLINTOFF 

Clerks  ’. 

Mrs.  S.  K.  GREEN. 

A.  A.  W.  CALLABY. 
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HATFIELD  SECTION 


Section  A.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  acres 

Population  (mid-year  1954,  estimated  by  the  Registrar- 

General)  _  _  ...  _  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  31st  December,  1954 
Rateable  value  of  the  District,  31st  December,  1954 
Net  product  of  a  penny  rate  ... 


21,945 

27,590 

8,250 

£234,117 

£939 


Social  Conditions 

The  Hatfield  Rural  District  is  mainly  an  agricultural  and  residen¬ 
tial  area  extending  from  the  middle  of  Hertfordshire  to  the  borders  of 
Middlesex  and  the  northern  perimeter  of  the  Outer  Metropolitan  area. 
The  ancient  town  of  Hatfield,  the  social  and  administrative  centre  of 
the  area  already  changed  in  character  by  the  growth  of  the  main 
works  of  the  De  Havilland  Aircraft  Company,  is  now  undergoing 
further  transformation  by  rapid  residential  and  industrial  development 
as  a  New  Town. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 


Number  of  deaths  from  all  causes 

Male 

140 

Female 

107 

Total 

247 

Number  of  live  births 

Legitimate 

236 

200 

436 

Illegitimate 

9 

5 

14 

Number  of  still  births 

Legitimate 

1 

4 

5 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

Number  of  deaths  of  infants 

Legitimate 

1 

4 

5 

under  one  year 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

Infant  Mortality 

Six  infants  under  one  year  of  age  died  during  the  year.  On  careful 
consideration  of  the  circumstances  in  each  case,  four  of  these  deaths 
may  be  classed  as  unavoidable  being  due  to  prematurity  or  congenital 
defects. 


Female  ... 

1  hour 

Prematurity 

Male 

2  days 

Prematurity 

Female  ... 

3  days 

Prematurity 

Female  ... 

5  months  ... 

Congenital  Defects 

Female  ... 

10  months  ... 

Broncho  pneumonia 

Male 

11  months  ... 

Broncho  pneumonia 

Once  again  it  is  gratifying  to  report  that  there  were  no  maternal 
deaths  during  the  year.  This  reflects  the  high  standard  of  hospital 
and  domiciliary  midwifery  in  the  area. 
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Year 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
Population 

Area  Comparability 
Factor  for  Births 

Standardised 

Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 

Population 

Area  Comparability 

Factor  for  Deaths 

Standardised 

Death  Rate 

Infant  Mortality  per 

1,000  Live  Births 

1950 

14.8 

0.96 

14.2 

77 

1.08 

8.3 

32.2 

1951 

13.2 

0.95 

12.5 

8.3 

1.07 

8.9 

6.0 

1952 

13.1 

0.95 

12.4 

8.4 

1.07 

9.0 

12.3 

1953 

15.1 

0.94 

14.2 

9.6 

1.15 

11.0 

12.7 

1954 

16.3 

0.94 

15.3 

8.2 

1.15 

9.4 

13.3 

England 
and  Wales 
1954 

15.2 

15.2 

11.3 

11.3 

25.5 

Deaths 

The  fall  in  the  general  death  rate  compared  with  1953  is  mainly 
due  to  a  fall  in  the  number  of  deaths  due  to  heart  and  circulatory 
diseases.  There  were  no  deaths  from  tuberculosis  during  the  year. 

The  following  table  is  an  analysis  of  the  causes  of  all  deaths  which 
have  occurred,  or  are  required  to  be  treated  as  having  occurred,  in 
the  area  during  the  year. 


Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system  ... 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

22 

21 

43 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  and  Thrombosis  ... 

18 

23 

41 

Heart  Diseases 

38 

28 

66 

Other  circulatory  diseases  ... 

6 

4 

10 

Pneumonia  ... 

4 

5 

9 

Bronchitis  and  other  respiratory  diseases 

8 

3 

11 

Gastric  and  Duodenal  Ulcer 

2 

— 

2 

Nephritis 

— 

2 

2 

Pregnancy,  childbirth 

— 

— 

— 

Road  Traffic  and  other  Accidents 

3 

1 

4 

Suicide 

— — 

— 

— 

Other  defined  causes 

19 

20 

39 

120 

107 

227 
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Analysis  of  the  deaths  from  cancer  according  to  site  of  origin :  — 


Respiratory  tract  ... 

10 

Alimentary  tract  and  liver 

2 

Breast  and  uterus  ... 

10 

Others 

21 

Section  B.— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  personal  health  services  for  the  District  are  administered  by 
the  County  Council,  the  local  health  authority  for  these  services  under 
the  National  Health  Service.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the 
District  is  also  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  for  the  County  Health 
Services  which  greatly  facilitates  full  co-ordination  of  the  various 
functions. 

The  Divisional  Health  Office  was  transferred  at  the  end  of  the 
year  from  temporary  quarters  at  The  Breaks,  Hatfield,  to  new  premises 
adjacent  to  the  Health  Centre,  Cole  Green  Lane,  Welwyn  Garden  City 
(Telephone  :  Welwyn  Garden  4541). 


CLINIC  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 


Infant  Welfare  Centre 

Northcotts,  Hatfield  ... 
Birchwood  Avenue, 

Hatfield  . 

Mission  Hall,  Roe 
Green,  Hatfield 
(Immunisation  Session) 
Brookmans  Park  Hotel 
Annexe 

The  Cabin,  Cuffley  ... 
Village  Hall,  Essendon 
Iron  Hall,  Little  Heath 
Scout  House,  North 
Mymms 

Northcotts,  Hatfield 
Ante  and  Post  Natal  ... 
Immunisation  Session  . 
*Ophthalmic 


1.45 — 4.15  p.m. 

1.45 — 4.15  p.m. 
9.30 — 11.30  a.m. 
2 — 4  p.m. 

9.30 —  11.30  a.m. 

2.30 —  4.30  p.m. 
2 — 4  p.m. 

2 — 4  p.m. 

2 — 4  p.m. 


Friday 

(alternating) 

Thursdays 

Friday  (4th  each  month) 

Monday  (1st  and  3rd) 
Monday  (1st  and  3rd) 
Thursday  (2nd  and  4th) 
Monday  (2nd  and  4th) 


2 — 4.30  p.m.  Thursday  (1st  and  3rd) 


9.30 — 11.30  a.m.  Friday  (1st  each  month) 

9.30 —  11.30  a.m.  Friday  (3rd  each  month) 

1.30 —  3.30  p.m.  Tuesday  (2nd,  3rd  and 

4th) 

9.30 —  12  noon  Monday 

2 — 4.30  p.m.  Wednesday 

9.30 —  12.30  p.m.  Tuesday  and  Wednesday 

2 — 5  p.m.,  Tuesday  (1st  and  3rd) 

and  Wednesday 

a.m.  Wednesday  (alternate) 

9.30 —  10.15  a.m.  Tuesday  (2nd  and  4th) 

*By  appointment  only. 

f Temporarily  suspended. 

Reference  should  be  made  to  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  County 
Medical  Officer  and  School  Medical  Officer  for  1954  for  detailed  infor¬ 
mation  on  the  development  of  these  services. 


^Orthoptic 
*Speech  Therapy 
fDental  ... 


*Orthodontic  . . 
Minor  Ailments 
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The  Infant  Welfare  sessions  at  the  Mission  Hall,  Roe  Green,  have 
been  extended  to  meet  the  increasing  attendances  from  the  New  Town 
development  area,  while  the  centre  at  the  Hockey  Lane  Estate  was 
closed  at  the  end  of  the  year  following  the  withdrawal  of  most  of  the 
families  from  the  temporary  homes. 

Nursing  Services 

The  health  visiting,  home  nursing  and  domiciliary  midwifery 
services  have  been  well  maintained  throughout  the  district  during  the 
year,  the  work  in  the  town  of  Hatfield  being  considerably  increased  by 
the  incoming  families  and  the  special  needs  of  the  elderly.  Voluntary 
helpers  continue  to  be  of  great  assistance  to  the  health  visitors  in  charge 
of  the  welfare  centres  by  attending  to  non-clinical  duties  such  as  the 
attendance  records,  and  the  issuing  of  special  infant  foods  and  vitamin 
preparations. 

School  Health  Service 

The  routine  periodic  inspection  of  children  in  the  three  prescribed 
age  groups,  i.e.  5  years,  11  years  and  final  year  at  secondary  school, 
was  carried  out  in  all  maintained  schools,  with  additional  groups  at 
eight  years  and  thirteen  years.  Attendances  at  the  special  sessions  held 
at  Northcotts  Clinic,  viz.,  ophthalmic,  orthoptic,  speech  training  and 
orthopaedic  showed  a  slight  increase  over  the  previous  year.  Ortho¬ 
dontic  sessions  have  continued  to  be  held  fortnightly,  but  owing  to 
staff  shortage  it  has  not  been  possible  to  resume  regular  school  dental 
sessions. 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria  is  still  strongly  pressed  when  an 
infant  is  six  months  old,  the  protective  injections  being  carried  out 
either  at  the  Welfare  Clinics  or  by  the  medical  practitioners.  A  rein¬ 
forcing  injection  is  then  necessary  when  the  child  reaches  the  age  of  5 
years,  and  is  usually  done  in  the  infant  schools. 

Credit  is  due  to  the  parents,  teachers,  doctors,  nurses  and  volun¬ 
tary  workers  supervising  the  health  of  children  in  ensuring  this  freedom 
from  diphtheria  at  a  cost  which  is  but  a  small  part  of  the  cost  of  the 
hospital  facilities  previously  necessary  for  the  isolation  and  treatment 
of  the  disease. 

Whooping  cough  immunisation  is  growing  rapidly  in  popularity 
now  that  proved  effective  preparations  are  available  which  give  rise  to 
a  minimum  of  local  reaction,  and  provide  either  complete  protection  or 
drastically  reduce  the  severity  of  the  disease.  Whooping  cough  and 
diphtheria  combined  immunisation  is  ideally  given  when  the  infant  is 
six  months  old. 

Home  Help  Service 

The  demand  upon  the  Home  Help  Service  has  risen  steadily 
throughout  the  district  mainly  due  to  an  increase  in  assistance  given  to 
long-term  illness,  and  especially  assistance  to  elderly  persons.  The 
local  organiser,  Mrs.  L.  L.  Pakes,  has  her  office  at  Northcotts  Clinic 
(Telephone:  Hatfield  2509). 

Ambulance  Service 

One  ambulance  is  maintained  at  the  Fire  Station  in  Batterdale, 
Hatfield,  which  is  manned  during  the  daytime  only  by  a  crew  of  five 
fully  trained  ambulance  men.  Night  cover  for  the  district  is  provided 
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by  the  larger  station  at  Welwyn  Garden  City,  and  other  adjoining 
stations  when  necessary. 

Hospital  Car  Service 

This  is  a  voluntary  service  used  to  transport  patients  to  and  from 
hospitals  and  clinics,  and  is  a  most  valuable  supplementary  to  the 
work  of  the  County  Ambulance  Service.  All  requests  should  be 
directed  to  the  Ambulance  Station  (Telephone:  Hatfield  2222). 

Hertfordshire  Executive  Council 

The  Clerk  of  the  Executive  Council  (Mr.  A.  E.  Short)  has  offices 
at  14  Fore  Street,  Hertford  (Telephone:  Hertford  2309),  and  is  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  provision  of  a  general  practitioner,  dental  and  pharma¬ 
ceutical  service  in  the  area. 

Health  Education 

Ignorance  of  the  simple  elementary  rules  of  cleanliness,  diet  and 
hygiene  in  the  daily  life,  especially  in  the  upbringing  of  children,  and 
unfounded  superstition,  and  dread  of  disease  are  still  responsible  for 
much  ill-health  throughout  all  sections  of  the  community.  The  work 
of  educating  the  public  in  health  matters  goes  on  unceasingly  through 
the  advice  given  by  each  member  of  the  staff  of  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment,  supplemented  by  special  health  talks  and  lectures  with  the  aid 
of  leaflets,  posters,  films,  etc.  Special  emphasis  is  given  to  the  clean 
food  campaign  by  lectures  and  practical  instruction  of  food  retailers, 
school  canteen  staffs  and  housewives,  and  the  need  for  vaccination  and 
diphtheria  immunisation. 

Section  C.— INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  following  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  during  the 
year : — 


Whooping  Cough 

27 

Measles 

2 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

10 

Poliomyelitis  ... 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

5 

Pneumonia 

10 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

Notifications  were  high  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  the 
ages  of  the  children  affected  being :  — 

0 — 1  years,  1;  1 — 3  years,  7;  3 — 5  years,  15;  over  5  years,  4. 

It  is  mainly  during  the  first  three  years  of  life  that  whooping 
cough  frequently  associated  with  pneumonia  and  pulmonary  collapse, 
gives  rise  to  serious  crippling  ill-health  during  the  most  important 
period  of  a  child’s  growth  and  development.  Active  immunisation 
often  combined  with  diphtheria  immunisation  is  therefore  stressed  at 
the  fourth  month  of  infancy  by  the  family  practitioners  and  clinic 
medical  officers.  Started  in  1952,  an  increasing  number  of  young 
children  have  been  protected  each  year. 

Scarlet  Fever 

The  decline  in  the  number  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  other 
streptococcal  diseases  has  continued,  the  ten  notifications  relating  to 
mild  cases  scattered  throughout  the  district. 
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Poliomyelitis 

During  March  a  boy  of  8  years  living  in  Lockley  Crescent  became 
ill  with  headache,  stiffness  of  the  neck,  and  some  weakness  in  the 
muscles  of  his  arms.  He  was  admitted  to  the  St.  Albans  City  Hospital 
where  he  made  a  rapid  recovery,  and  following  a  period  of  ortho¬ 
paedic  supervision,  little  physical  handicap. 

Diphtheria 

Once  more  it  is  very  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  a  year  of 
complete  absence  from  diphtheria  throughout  the  District  thanks  to 
the  co-operation  of  parents  and  all  concerned  with  the  promotion  of  the 
immunisation  campaign. 

Food  Poisoning 

No  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  occurred  during  the  year,  the  five 
notifications  being  isolated  cases  of  gastroenteritis  of  little  clinical  or 
epidemiological  significance. 


Tuberculosis 

The  register  of  notifications  has  been  maintained  and  is  constantly 
reviewed  by  reference  to  the  records  held  by  the  chest  physicians  and 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  tuberculosis  statistics  for  the  year  are  as  follows : 


Male 


Female 


Pul. 

N /Pul. 

Pul.  N /Pul. 

Total 

98 

11 

79 

18 

206 

12 

3 

5 

2 

22 

21 

1 

15 

6 

43 

107 

9 

89 

22 

227 

On  register  at  31st  December,  1953 
Removals  from  the  register  during 
the  year  ... 

Added  to  the  register  during  the 
year 

On  register  at  31st  December,  1954 

The  total  number  of  tuberculous  persons  in  the  district  shows  a 
definite  increase  although  this  is  largely  due  to  the  transfer  of  known 
cases  under  treatment  or  observation  into  the  area.  Of  the  43  new 
names  added  to  the  register  during  the  year  24  related  to  transfers. 

The  majority  of  these  tuberculous  persons  coming  into  the  district 
are  from  the  London  area  where  they  have  been  under  treatment  and 
close  observation  for  some  time,  and  are  thus  non-inf ective  quiescent 
cases.  It  is  customary  for  the  Chest  Physicians  to  maintain  supervision 
for  five  years  after  all  signs  of  activity  in  the  disease  have  subsided. 

The  Chest  Clinic  at  the  St.  Albans  City  Hospital  has  been  accom¬ 
modated  in  new  enlarged  premises  during  the  year,  and  provided  with 
its  own  diagnostic  X-ray  plant  to  facilitate  the  supervision  of  patients 
and  contacts.  In  each  case  following  diagnosis  home  visiting  is 
promptly  arranged  through  the  Health  Visitors  attached  to  the  Clinic 
and  a  full  report  of  the  home  circumstances  is  received  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  who  is  able  to  assess  the  special  needs  of  each  case 
brought  on  to  the  register.  The  necessity  for  special  consideration  of 
the  housing  needs  of  tuberculous  persons  is  fully  recognised  by  the 
Housing  Committee  of  the  District  Councils,  and  high  priority  is  given 
to  all  such  cases  represented  to  the  Committee  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health.  There  is  close  integration  of  the  work  of  the  Chest  Clinic 
and  the  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors  with  the  other  social  services  in 
the  district,  especially  Home  Nursing,  Health  Visiting  and  assistance 
under  the  Home  Help  Scheme.  There  were  no  deaths  from  tuberculosis 
through  the  District  during  the  year. 
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Section  D.— HOUSING 

The  following  data  provided  by  the  Housing  Manager  show  the 
substantial  progress  made  by  the  Council  in  providing  new  houses 
during  the  year :  — 

(a)  Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council  ...  ...  1831 

( b )  Number  of  families  housed  in  requisitioned  accommo¬ 

dation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(c)  Number  of  families  housed  in  temporary  huts  ...  ...  58 

(d)  Number  of  families  housed  during  the  year  ...  ...  249 

(e)  Number  of  applicants  on  the  housing  list : 

Families  in  shared  accommodation,  caravans, 

requisitioned  properties  and  huts  ...  ...  285 

Families  in  separate  accommodation  and  applica¬ 
tions  for  transfer  from  Council  tenants  ...  ...  330 
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It  will  be  noticed  that  the  number  of  families  housed  during  the 
year  is  substantially  higher  than  in  previous  years  and  that  only  58 
families  were  in  temporary  accommodation  at  the  end  of  the  year 
compared  with  144  at  the  end  of  1953. 

The  steady  withdrawal  of  families  from  the  temporary  homes  at 
the  Hockey  Lane  Estate  continued  throughout  the  year,  the  buildings 
being  demolished,  the  site  cleared  and  restored  to  agricultural  use.  The 
Hatfield  Development  Corporation  have  similarly  closed  down  the 
temporary  caravan  site  at  Mill  Green  Camp,  the  majority  of  the 
families  being  rehoused  in  Corporation  properties. 

The  new  houses  completed  during  the  year  on  the  Council5 s 
estates  at  Birchwood  and  Roe  Green,  Hatfield,  Welham  Green  and 
Essendon  fully  maintain  the  high  standards  of  design  and  construction 
and  reflect  great  credit  upon  the  work  of  the  Housing  Committee  and 
the  Council 5 s  Architect. 

Rapid  progress  was  achieved  by  the  Development  Corporation  in 
extending  their  housing  schemes  during  the  year,  a  total  of  356  houses 
and  12  flats  being  completed,  and  1,359  persons  housed,  mainly  in¬ 
coming  families  from  the  London  area.  The  preliminary  road  and 
drainage  works  in  the  Southern  part  of  the  New  Town  Area  have 
also  been  greatly  extended. 

Considerable  time  is  given  to  the  assessment  of  special  priority  for 
rehousing  on  health  grounds.  My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Housing 
Committee  and  Housing  Manager  for  the  full  consideration  given  at  all 
times  to  recommendations  placed  before  them. 

Section  E.—  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Water  Supplies 

The  Barnet  Water  Company  continued  to  provide  an  adequate 
and  wholesome  supply. 

There  were  no  extensions  to  existing  property,  of  which  only  8 
houses  are  without  a  piped  supply  of  some  kind.  Sixty-six  properties 
receive  a  piped  supply  from  private  sources.  The  remaining  properties 
in  the  district  receive  the  Barnet  supply. 
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Sewage  Disposal 

The  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  were  engaged  in  preparing  a 
scheme  for  the  drainage  of  the  Cuffley  area,  involving  the  closing  of 
the  existing  sewage  disposal  works  and  incorporation  with  the  East 
Middlesex  Scheme. 

Sewerage 

The  Roe  Green  neighbourhood  of  the  Hatfield  New  Town  was 
linked  up  to  the  Colne  Valley  Trunk  Sewer,  and  the  pumping  main 
from  the  Nast  Hyde  Pumping  Station  was  diverted  so  that  sewage 
from  the  Nast  Hyde  area  would  also  enter  the  Trunk  Sewer. 

A  new  pump  was  installed  and  put  into  operation  at  the  Stone- 
house  Pumping  Station  to  deal  with  those  new  properties  on  the  Roe 
Green  area  which  could  not  be  drained  into  the  Colne  Valley  Trunk 
Sewer. 

Refuse  Collection 

A  weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  was  maintained  by  direct 
labour  throughout  the  whole  of  the  district.  Five  vehicles  were  used, 
four  regularly  and  one  for  special  duties  and  stand-by  purposes. 

The  collection  of  trade  refuse  involved  the  part-use  of  another 
vehicle. 

Refuse  Collection  (By  Other  Authorities) 

No  nuisance  was  caused  by  refuse  trains  from  North  London 
Boroughs  en  route  for  the  tip  at  Cole  Green. 

Cesspool  Emptying 

About  80  per  cent  of  the  555  cesspools  in  the  district  were  emptied 
by  the  Council’s  machine,  with  occasional  assistance  from  a  contractor. 

Gulley  Emptying 

The  Council  continued  the  quarterly  clearing  by  contract  of 
gulleys  in  private  roads  throughout  the  district. 

Burials  under  Section  50,  National  Assistance  Act,  1950 
No  burials  were  undertaken  by  the  Council. 

Public  Conveniences 

The  new  public  convenience  in  Station  Road,  Cuffley,  was 
completed  and  put  into  operation. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 

Complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  660 

Inspections  under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  ...  981 

Inspections  under  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  ...  ...  257 

Inspections  under  Factories  Acts  ...  ...  ...  62 

Enquiries  following  Infectious  Disease  (including  Food 

Poisoning)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Disinfections  following  Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  12 

Inspection  re  Rodent  Control  (other  than  by  Operative)  42 
Disinfections  for  Bed  Bugs  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Other  Disinfestations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  156 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Housing  Statistics 

Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  during  the  year :  — 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  . . .  123 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  Etc. 

Inspection  of  Food  Premises 
Inspection  of  Ice-Cream  Premises 
Inspection  of  Milk  Retailers 

Rodent  Control 

Number  of  Infestations  found : 

T?  pfc 

X  VCl  ID  •••  •••  •••  •••  •  •  •  ••• 

Mice 

Number  of  visits  for  inspection  and  treatment  . . . 

Number  of  inspections  for  survey  purposes 

Factories  Acts 

Number  in 

Inspections  Register  Inspections  Notices 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  ...  102  61  — 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  3  1  — 

Other  premises  under  the 


Sanitary  Conveniences 

Particulars  Found 

Want  of  cleanliness  ...  — 

Insufficient  ...  ...  2 

Unsuitable  or  defective  — 

Not  separate  for  sexes  — 

2  2 


Outworkers  ( Part  VIII  of  the  Act) 

The  number  of  outworkers  was  71,  all  of  whom  were  engaged  in 
work  connected  with  wearing  apparel,  and  there  was  no  instance  of 
work  being  carried  out  in  unwholesome  premises. 

Slaughterhouses 

With  the  removal  of  restrictions  on  slaughtering,  two  slaughter¬ 
houses  were  re-opened,  and  the  number  of  animals  killed  from  July  to 
December,  1954,  was:  — 


Beasts 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Total 

July . 

39 

18 

148 

27 

232 

August 

42 

19 

237 

22 

320 

September  . . . 

31 

11 

221 

115 

378 

October 

33 

16 

239 

166 

454 

November  ... 

40 

12 

257 

306 

615 

December 

29 

8 

180 

333 

550 

Totals  . . . 

214 

84 

1282 

969 

2549 

105 


62 


Remedied 


Referred 

By  H.M.  To  H.M. 
Inspector  Inspector 


57 

37 

17 


239 

61 

4382 

110 


Written 


The  total  was  spread  over  119  separate  sessions,  representing 
about  200  visits  for  inspection  purposes. 
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The  inspection  of  every  carcase  was  aimed  at,  and  this  was 
achieved  although  pressure  of  other  work,  and  absence  on  leave  or 
through  sickness  made  this  very  difficult  at  times. 

This  Authority's  inspectors  also  carried  out  work  at  the  slaughter¬ 
house  of  a  neighbouring  authority  for  a  few  weeks  to  overcome  staffing 
difficulties. 

The  animals  slaughtered  in  the  Hatfield  area  were  all  purchased 
for  or  by,  or  produced  by  specific  retailers,  and  the  quality  was 
therefore  of  a  high  order. 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 
Exc.  Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  and 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  and  in¬ 
spected  ... 

183 

31 

84 

1282 

969 

All  Diseases  except 

T  uberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  ... 

1 

1 

9 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
diseases  other  than 

Tuberculosis 

0.55 

0.00 

1.19 

0.00 

0.93 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

2 

1 

1 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
diseases  other  than 

Tuberculosis 

1.09 

3.23 

0.00 

0.00 

0.10 

The  Fatstock  Guarantee  Scheme  was  operated  in  respect  of  pigs 
at  both  slaughterhouses,  each  of  which  became  a  Certification  Centre. 


Meat  and  Other  Foods 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  food  by 


the  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  the  course 
food  premises  in  the  District. 

Butcher's  Meat 

Tinned  Meat  . 

Other  Tinned  Foods 
Other  Foods 


their  inspection  of  the  various 
lbs. 

.  179 

.  84 

.  119 

.  18 


400 
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WELWYN  RURAL  DISTRICT 

COUNCIL 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  for  1954. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 


Medical  Officer  of  Health : 


G.  R.  TAYLOR,  M.B.,  B.S.(LoncL),  M.R.C.S., 


L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 


Surveyor,  Water  Engineer  and  Sanitary  Inspector’. 
W.  J.  AVERY,  M.I.Mun.E.,  C.R.San.I. 


Clerk : 

A.  A.  W.  CALLABY. 
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WELWYN  SECTION 

Section  A.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


OF  THE  AREA 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5232 

Population  (mid-year  1954  as  estimated  by  the 

Registrar-General)  ...  ...  ...  ...  5490 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  31st  December,  1954  1728 

Rateable  value  of  the  District,  31st  December, 

1954  .  £42,335 

Net  product  of  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  £167 


Social  Conditions 

The  district  is  mainly  agricultural  in  character,  the  old  town  of 
Welwyn,  where  the  Great  North  Road  crosses  the  Mimram,  being  the 
natural  centre  of  the  area.  The  two  parishes  of  Ayot  St.  Lawrence 
and  Ayot  St.  Peter  remain  sequestered  and  remote,  although  only 
24  miles  north  of  London,  while  parts  of  Digswell,  Welwyn  and 
Woolmer  Green  have  developed  as  residential  areas.  The  District 
comprises  some  of  the  best  undulating  wooded  and  agricultural 
country  in  Hertfordshire,  and  fortunately  having  escaped  the 
urbanising  influences  of  the  inter- war  years,  retains  its  rural  charm. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 


Number  of  deaths  from  all 

causes  ... 

Male 

33 

Female 

26 

Total 

59 

Number  of  live  births  ... 

Legitimate 

47 

51 

98 

Illegitimate 

2 

1 

3 

Number  of  still  births  ... 

Legitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Number  of  deaths  of 
infants  under  one  year 

Legitimate 

2 

2 

Illegitimate 

— 

t 

— 
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Deaths 


The  following  table  gives  an  analysis  of  the  various  causes  of  all 
deaths  which  have  occurred — or  are  required  to  be  treated  as  having 
occurred  in  the  district  during  the  year :  — 


Tuberculosis  ... 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  ... 

7 

5 

12 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  and  Thrombosis  ... 

5 

5 

10 

Heart  Diseases 

12 

8 

20 

Other  circulatory  diseases  ... 

3 

1 

4 

Pneumonia 

1 

3 

4 

Bronchitis  and  other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

1 

2 

3 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

— 

1 

1 

Other  defined  causes  ... 

4 

1 

5 

33  26  59 


Section  B.— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  personal  health  services  throughout  the  district  are  adminis¬ 
tered  by  the  Hertfordshire  County  Council.  The  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  of  the  District,  who  is  also  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer, 
supervises  these  services. 

CLINIC  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 
Welwyn  (The  Hill) 

Infant  Welfare .  2-4  p.m.  Friday 

Ante  and  Post  Natal  9  a.m.-12  noon  Thursday  (1st  only) 

Dental  .  (  9.30  a. m. -12. 30  p.m.  Tuesday 

]  2-5  p.m. 

(Minor  ailments  are  treated  daily  at  1  The  Crescent  (Nurse’s 
Residence)  between  8  and  9  a.m.) 

Nursing  Services 

Miss  I.  A.  Green,  1  The  Crescent,  Welwyn,  the  home  nurse/ 
midwife,  carries  out  the  domiciliary  nursing  and  midwifery  for  most 
of  the  Rural  District,  with  nurses  from  Welwyn  Garden  City  and 
Wheathampstead  assisting  in  the  outlying  parishes. 

School  Health  Service 

Children  in  the  three  prescribed  age  groups  and  the  eight-year-old 
group,  were  examined  during  the  year.  The  school  nurse  regularly 
visits  the  schools  to  undertake  the  treatment  of  minor  ailments,  while 
the  special  diagnostic  and  treatment  sessions  at  Welwyn  Garden  City 
are  available  as  required.  The  school  dental  rooms  at  the  Welfare 
Hut,  Welwyn,  have  been  redecorated  and  brought  into  use  again, 
regular  dental  sessions  being  held  on  Tuesdays.  The  extension  to  the 
Welwyn  Primary  School,  including  classrooms  and  the  new  sanitary 
block,  were  completed  early  in  the  year. 

Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 

A  high  level  of  primary  immunisation  against  diphtheria  is  main¬ 
tained  by  the  continued  interest  of  all  concerned  in  the  maintenance 
of  immunisation  scheme.  In  addition  to  the  children  immunised  by 
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the  family  doctors,  sessions  are  arranged  at  the  schools,  and  at  the 
Welfare  Hut,  Welwyn,  for  larger  groups  as  necessary.  The  recent 
introduction  of  whooping  cough  immunisation  has  been  well  received 
by  the  parents,  the  combined  diphtheria/whooping  cough  injections 
being  ideally  commenced  at  the  age  of  four  months  after  the  infant  has 
been  vaccinated. 

Old  People’s  Welfare 

The  Welwyn  Old  People’s  Club,  Hon.  Secretary,  Mrs.  G.  D. 
Matthews,  has  continued  to-  expand  throughout  the  year. 

By  encouraging  old  people  to  attend  the  club  and  join  in  its 
activities,  it  brings  new  interest  into  the  lives  of  many  of  these  elderly 
people  who  tend  to  become  lonely  and  neglected  in  their  homes  with 
few  interests  outside  their  narrow  daily  routine.  In  addition  the  home 
visiting  of  old  people  confined  to  their  homes,  does  prove  a  source  of 
great  comfort  to  the  disabled,  especially  during  the  winter  months. 
The  success  of  the  club  reflects  great  credit  upon  the  voluntary 
workers,  who  give  much  time  to  this  work. 

The  Woolmer  Green  Old  Persons’  Club  now  accommodated  in 
their  new  quarters  also  continues  to  expand  in  activities  and  member¬ 
ship. 

Home  Help  Service 

The  local  organiser  for  the  Welwyn  Rural  District  is  Mrs.  E.  R. 
Dawson,  The  Health  Centre,  Cole  Green  Lane,  Welwyn  Garden  City 
(Telephone:  Welwyn  Garden  2190).  The  service  has  been  well  main¬ 
tained  throughout  the  year,  although  at  times  difficulties  have  been 
experienced  in  finding  suitable  home  helps  within  the  Rural  District. 
While  it  has  usually  been  possible  to  cover  all  demands  on  the  service, 
there  is  a  need  for  women  in  each  parish  who  would  be  willing  to  be 
registered  for  casual  home  help  work  in  this  essential  service. 

Hospitals 

The  district  is  served  by  its  own  hospital,  the  Queen  Victoria 
Memorial  Hospital,  which  has  forty  beds  for  general  medical  and 
surgical  cases.  Within  easy  reach  are  the  larger  hospitals  at  Hitchin, 
Hertford  and  St.  Albans,  where  full  diagnostic  and  specialist  facilities 
are  available.  The  majority  of  maternity  patients  needing  hospital 
confinement  are  admitted  to  the  Welwyn  Garden  City  Maternity 
Hospital,  but  maternity  beds  are  available  also  at  Hitchin  and  St. 
Albans. 

Executive  Council 

The  Hertfordshire  Executive  Council  is  responsible  for  providing 
a  general  practitioner,  dental  and  pharmaceutical  service  in  the  area. 
Mr.  A.  E.  Short  is  the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  and  has  offices  at  14  Fore 
Street,  Hertford  (Telephone:  Hertford  2309). 

Ambulance  Service 

The  Hertfordshire  County  Council  has  control  of  the  Ambulance 
Brigade,  the  staff  and  ambulances  attached  to  the  Welwyn  Garden 
City  Station  covering  all  calls  in  the  Welwyn  Rural  District,  assisted 
by  the  Hospital  Car  Service. 
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Section  C. — INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Notifications  of  infectious  diseases  throughout  the  year  are 
remarkably  light,  the  following  cases  being  reported:  — 


Whooping  Cough 
Scarlet  Fever 
Measles 

Poliomyelitis  ... 


19 

1 

0 

0 


Scarlet  Fever 

The  freedom  from  outbreaks  of  scarlet  fever  or  other  streptococcal 
infections  is  noteworthy  and  corresponds  with  the  overall  decline  in 
surrounding  Districts. 

Food  Poisoning 

No  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  or  acute  gastro  enteritis  occurred 
throughout  the  year.  Following  regular  inspection  and  supervision, 
there  has  been  a  definite  improvement  in  the  general  standard  of 
cleanliness  in  the  food  preparing  and  serving  premises  throughout  the 
district  which  probably  accounts  in  some  measure  for  the  lack  of  food 
borne  infections. 


Tuberculosis 


Following  a  careful  check  of  all  cases  on  the  tuberculosis  registers 
with  the  records  held  by  the  Chest  Physician  and  County  Medical 
Officer,  the  statistics  for  the  year  are  as  follows :  — 


On  the  register  at  31st 

Male 

Pul.  N /Pul. 

Female 

Pul.  N /Pul. 

Total 

December,  1953  ... 
Removals  from  the  register 

18  1 

17 

2 

38 

during  the  year . 

Added  to  the  register  during 

1  — 

1 

1 

3 

the  year  ... 

On  the  register  at  31st 

4  — 

5 

~ 

9 

December,  1954  ... 

21  1 

21 

1 

44 

The  Tuberculosis  Clinics  at  Osterhills  Hospital,  St.  Albans,  and 
the  Lister  Hospital,  Hitchin,  undertake  the  treatment  of  cases  in 
Welwyn  and  the  southern  part  of  the  District,  while  cases  from  the 
Mardley  Hill/Woolmer  Green  area  attend  Letchworth  Clinic.  Home 
visiting  of  all  cases  is  maintained  through  the  Tuberculosis  Health 
Visitors  and  the  Home  Nurses,  and  the  special  housing  needs  of  each 
case  are  fully  investigated. 
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Section  D _ SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


1.  Water  Supply 


(a)  Public  Supply 

A  very  small  dose  of  chlorine  has  been  continuously  applied  to  all 
public  water  supplies  throughout  the  year. 

Samples  taken  from  the  various  stages  in  turn  have  been  submitted 
monthly  for  analysis  and/or  bacteriological  examination.  The  reports 
have  been  consistently  satisfactory. 

Public  supply  is  available  throughout  the  area  of  the  Parish  of 
Welwyn,  Ayot  St.  Peter  and  Ayot  St.  Lawrence. 

The  average  weekly  consumption  during  the  twelve  months  ended 
31st  March,  1955,  was:  — 

(i)  From  Welwyn  Garden  City  Waterworks 

(including  542,519  galls,  supplied  to  Hert¬ 
ford  R.D.C.)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,970,230  galls. 

(ii)  From  Welwyn  Waterworks  ...  ...  ...  385,500  galls. 

(iii)  Total  consumed  in  District  ...  ...  ...  1,813,211  galls. 

During  the  year,  construction  of  the  Water  Tower  at  Ayot  St. 

Lawrence  was  completed  and  the  main  distributing  and  feeding  pipes 
laid. 


2.  Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 


The  number  of  cesspools  emptied  by  the  Council’s 
Emptier  during  the  year  was  680. 

In  addition,  the  following  cesspools  were  emptied :  — 


W. R.D.C.  Hawbush  Estate 

W. R.D.C.  Oaklands  Parade 

W. R.D.C.  Codicote  Road  Lift  Tanks 

W. R.D.C.  Station  Road,  Digswell 

W. R.D.C.  Burnham  Green  Cottage 

W. R.D.C.  Woolmer  Green  Pumping  Station 


5 

50 

6 
6 
6 

9 


762 


Cesspool 


times 

emptied 


Daily  average  flow  from  Welwyn  Sewage  Works:  117,801  gallons. 

3.  Rainfall 

The  total  rainfall  at  Welwyn  Sewage  Disposal  Works  for  the  year 
1954  was  25.23  inches.* 

The  average  annual  rainfall  for  the  five  years  1950-1954  was 
27.516  inches. 

During  1954,  there  was  a  measurable  fall  of  rain  on  173  separate 
days,  the  heaviest  fall  being  0.97  inches  on  the  6th  November.  The 
wettest  month  was  November  with  a  fall  of  4.335  inches  of  rain  and 
the  driest  month  was  April  with  0.25  inches  of  rain. 

4.  House  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  house-to-house  collection  of  refuse  continued  to  be  made 
weekly,  together  with  collections  made  at  various  intervals  of  non- 
domestic  refuse  from  the  Local  Tradespeople  who  declared  a  wish  for 
the  service  and  who  make  a  payment  according  to  the  visits  made. 
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5.  Sanitary  Inspections  and  Visits  for  Special  Purposes 


Housing  defects 

Premises  Visits 

.  12  13 

Cesspools  and  drains 

•  •  • 

.  2 

2 

Keeping  of  animals 

•  •  • 

.  1 

1 

Slaughter  House 

... 

.  1 

1 

Moveable  dwellings 

• . . 

.  1 

1 

Moveable  Dwelling- 

17 

—Public  Health  Act,  1936, 

18 

Section  269 

Eleven  licences  to  station  caravans  on  various  sites  were  operative 
during  the  year.  It  is  the  Council’s  custom  to  issue  such  licences  for 
twelve-monthly  periods  at  a  time. 

7.  Housing 

(i)  New  Houses.  Twelve  new  houses  were  completed  by  private 
enterprise  and  40  houses  completed  by  the  Council  making  a  total  of 
52  separate  dwellings  during  the  year. 

(ii)  Council’ s  Housing  Programme.  During  the  year,  contracts 
for  the  erection  of  31  houses  were  made,  and  at  the  close  of  the  period 
29  were  under  construction. 

(iii)  Hutted  Camps.  Four  families  were  rehoused  during  the  year 
from  Digswell  Camp,  which  leaves  two  families  requiring  accom¬ 
modation. 

(iv)  Pre-war  Council  Houses.  The  Council  let  contracts  for  the 
installation  of  hot  water  systems  in  the  pre-war  Council  houses.  The 
initial  contract  for  50  houses  was  well  under  way  to  completion  before 
the  end  of  the  year. 

8.  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

Food  detailed  below  was  inspected  and  certified  unfit  for  human 
consumption  and  was  destroyed.  Certificates  were  issued  in  each  case. 

Food  in  Tins 

lbs. 

Meat  ...  ...  ...  ...  ••.  1  5 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  6  12 
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9.  Rodent  Control  and  Pest  Destruction 

The  Authority  participated  in  the  joint  scheme  during  the  year 
which  worked  smoothly  and  satisfactorily.  The  following  table  defines 
the  work  done  within  the  area. 


Refuse 

Sewers  Tips,  etc. 

17  97f 


Number  of  hours  worked 
Private  Business  Block  Agricultural 
Dwellings  Dwellings  Inspection  Land 

75  24i  2  27 


Total 

243 
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